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Welcome to the new year that is  2010 !! 
Welcome to everyone returning  from a summer holiday to their new class, to a new year full of rich 
and engaging learning, going on camp, doing plays, reading, running, gardening, knitting, adding and 
multiplying, being a good friend, helping out, making plans, dealing with disappointments, laughing,  
giggling and feeling warm with pleasure. There’s so much to being alive in a community and learning at 
the same time. 
A special welcome to the new children and their parents in our school, to the new class one  
children who are beginning their  exciting school journey, to our new  International Students,  to all your 
wonderful teachers, assistants and teacher aides  from kindergarten to the Upper school and to invaluable 
office people. 
Kia ora koutou and may the year bring us all the pleasures that our fine school makes available to you. 
We also welcome three new teachers. 
Kate Adams is working in the kindergarten. She comes to us with many years kindergarten  
teaching  and  as an  adult Steiner  kindergarten educator. 
Deirdre Reid, our new class one teacher is with us for this year. She has been a class teacher in Raphael 
House in Wellington for 10 years and is a class teacher par excellence! 
Malcolm Wilson is our new permanent Maths and Science teacher in the Upper school. He returns to 
Christchurch with extensive Steiner school experience having taught for a number of years in Gleneon 
school in Sydney.  
To you all we wish you a  fulfilling  and enjoyable time with our lovely children, students, parents and  
colleagues.  
We also welcome the enthusiasm of  Charlie Cremen back after teaching part time last year. 
Though I may be somewhat partial, I think we have a very strong teaching body this year and a very 
strong programme for all classes, skills, arts and physical development.  
 
The year 2010 is the advent of the new NZ Curriculum – one that is the best whole person national  
curriculums in our  countries educational history. It’s a fine document that supersedes the prescriptive 
previous one and exults human qualities above content. It’s as close to a Steiner school mission  
statement as you could get! 
The year 2010 also requires us to institute the new  National Standards that has been getting so much 
airplay recently. These are the antithesis of the new curriculum and  the antithesis of what we aspire for 
in our whole person, later development Steiner education. The introduction of the Standards has created 
a wide division in the NZ educational community and is likely to be  highly  controversial throughout the 
next years. We need to take a position on how we will present the Standards  and  will be asking for your 
perspective on this  later in the  term.  
The strongest academic rationale and support for our later learning was aired on TV3 late last year. Dr 
Sebastian Suggate was highly commended for his PhD on  later learning comparison with Steiner schools 
and State schools. More on this later, but if you wish to see the TV clip go to http://www.3news.co.nz/
Late-starters-just-as-good-at-reading-research-shows/tabid/309/articleID/134996/Default.aspx. We will 
have a full version or the commentary of  his PhD at the office if you want it emailed to you 
 
The kindergarten is having their ERO review this week and we wish them well for this visit, which is  
always filled with a certain amount of anxiety. 
 
Our best wishes to you all for a great year. Remember that good fortune is often the reciprocal gift of a 
positive  attitude and  the ability to laugh!  



Parent Library 
The parent library is currently out of action whilst it is 

being re-organised and mended. PLEASE return  
overdue books from last year (and beyond!) to the usual 

place. Lost books DO need to be replaced.  
Any queries of donations, please contact Michelle  

981 9752 

There are still a few gorgeous School Fundraiser 2010 
Calendars for sale in the office - $20.00 each.  

Taku kiri kai matai o  

Rapaki- 

rōpā ka tōkia e te hau 
(‘At Rapaki-rōpā my skin was warmed by a fire of 
matai, but now it tingles from the wind’  The 
speaker is comparing his present predicament of 
discomfort, perishing cold with the happier  
situation o plentiful firewood and shelter, from the 
wintry blasts.  In times of deprivation we  
remember with increased vividness better times.)  

Class 3 Flutes 

Kia ora tatou. Does anyone have a 
choroi flute we can have or buy 

please? We urgently need Diatonic 
Flutes( the ones that Class 3 use. 
Not the Class 1’s and 2’s). I am 

hoping students who no longer use 
their flute can pass them on. They 
are now very expensive to buy 

new. Thank you Nga mihi nui ki a 
koutou. Shirley 

Music lessons with  
xylophones, drums and 
other instruments.  

We are looking for children 
from the Kindergarten to join 

our group and learn the basics 
of music through listening, 

playing and moving based on 
the Orff approach. I also teach 

piano at the school, please 
phone Katharina at 9609770. 

What do I do if my child is 
going to be 
absent from school? 
 

If you are running late...and 

your child arrives in class  

after 8:45am the office needs to 

know.  Please send your child to 

class via the office, or drop in 

yourself and let us know they have 

arrived.  All students who come to 
and leave school outside the normal 
hours need to check in with the 
office. 
 

 

Unwell or unexpected other  

absence…Text 3255 and start 

message with CHRSS then leave 

a space and then type the mes-

sage.  

Or email  

reception@ch.steiner.school.nz 

Clearly stating your child’s full 

name, what class they are in. Say 

that they are unwell or reason for 

unexpected absence 

 

You know your child/ren will 

be away… 

Write to the College Principals 

Group (CPG) in advance,  

requesting leave... 

PO Box 19944,  Christchurch 8241 

or email 

admin@ch.steiner.school.nzadmin@

ch.steiner.school.nzadmin@ch.stein

er.school.nz 

Clearly write your child/ren’s full 

name, class, date/s of proposed 

absence, and the reason why.  The 

CPG meet every Wednesday at 

noon, all correspondence must be 

received prior to this.  Your  

response will be sent in writing on 

the following Friday. 
 

Appointment… 

Send a note with them to school, 

clearly write their full name, 

class, and time they will be  

absent.  They need to take it to 

the office and tell their teacher 

also.  Alternatively you could 

phone.   

Students sign/out at the office 

when leaving for any reason. 

The school office can pass on 

URGENT MESSAGES ONLY to 

your child during the day 

Part-time Position 
We have also farewelled Carey Jo who has returned to USA to teach 

which has left a space for a new  Lower school secretary. We ask for 

applications for 1 hour per day ( total 5 hours), preferably in the  

morning to assist  the lower school organisation.  Tasks  range from 

typing to organising a bus for a class trip or  laminating material We 

are keen to have someone who knows and supports the school, can 

work with the teachers and deal  with confidential matters when they 

arise. If you are interested please get a job description from the office. 

Please write to the CPG with a short C.V. and letter. Applications close 



FROM THE SCHOOL 

NUTRITION 

Lecture and Workshop 
Wendy Cook 

Author of “Foodwise” “Dynamic” Food and Cookbook. New ways 
of looking at the food we eat and what is truly nourishing. 
 
Lecture: Friday 19 March 2010 7:30pm 
Cost: $15 
Wendy has extensive knowledge of food and nutrition, gathered from over 30 years of experi-
ence cooking and teaching in clinics, communities and schools and is especially interested in 
the effect of food on consciousness and the subtle energy in food. 
 
Workshop: Saturday March 2010.  9am – 3:30pm at Rudolf Steiner School 
Cost: $75 
“Eating for True Nourishment – the Alchemy of Cooking” 
Planning and cooking of a seasonal vegetarian meal using the principle of root/stem/leaf fruit. 
Looking at food with an awareness fo what it is grown to the way it si prepared and eaten. 
The effect of food on consciousness  
Vegetable preparation – a contemplative approach 
The particular significance of Biodynamic agriculture and produce. 
Limited number of participants. 
Pre-registration with payment essential. 
Please contact Krissy Small 382 3956 for details:   
Email: krissynkev@xtra.co.nz 

A few reminders to kick off the year: 
•All students must be at school by 8.40am and ready, in class, at 8:45am 

•Respect everyone's property and mana 

•Make sure you have a good breakfast (you can't concentrate with an empty 

stomach) 

•Be sure to bring a hat 

•Be organised with all your gear. 

•No one may leave school during the school day (except Class 12) 

•Lunches from Simonetta and Fiorenzo are the greatest – order early in the 

week. 

•ACT LOCALLY before GLOBALLY – i.e. talk to someone before you widen any 

sphere of concern. 

•Join the Community Association – it’s the best parent network in the school 

Have a wonderful year – meet lots of new people, learn new things and balance 

learning with laughing! 



To subscribe to the newsletter by email, send a message to  ccrssnews@ch.steiner.school.nz  with  just the word subscribe as 
the subject. To unsubscribe, send a message to the same address with just the word unsubscribe as the subject.  Be sure to send 
this from the same email address you are subscribed from.  To advertise (there is small charge of $5 for brief personal adverts 
when space permits), please email your request to  lesleyj@ch.steiner.school.nz  by midday Thursday prior. The newsletter is 
published on our website at  www.ch.steiner.school.nz/newsletter.php 

Newsletter available by email and on the web  

FROM THE WIDER COMMUNITYFROM THE WIDER COMMUNITYFROM THE WIDER COMMUNITYFROM THE WIDER COMMUNITY    

Cyber Bullying:  Help stop bullies from bullying your children on their 
mobile phone. Install Bully Stop! Contact www.dcc.netnz or 
info@dcc.net.nz 

Some parents from class 3 are 
wanting to buy second hand  
diatonic Choroi flutes for their 
children. If you don’t require 
yours any more, please contact 
Babs on 322 9119. 

Rinke Visser in Christchurch 

Expe r ience  the  Mag i c  o f  T r ip t ychons  w i th  R i nke ,  an  
extraordinary biography worker from Holland. 
A new creative way to work with individual life questions and conflict resolution 
At Helios Medical Centre, 275 Fifield Terrace, Opawa: 
9.30 am 19th to 4.30 pm  5th – 7th March, 2010 (incl. evenings) 
3 day workshop  
Full price $390.00  Negotiation possible 
Enquiries and registration to Elaine Beadle 09 422 0661 
miracompanions@xtra.co.nz 

PUPPETRY PICNIC, SHOWS & WORKSHOP 
Sunday 21st Feb, 2010 - Holy Trinity Church, Winchester St, Lyttelton 
12.30pm Grounds Open 

1pm Thumbs Up Puppetry with Peter Rabbit -$5 

2pm Puppetry Workshop—$5 

2.45pm Natural Magic with Coconut Wangersnozzle 

Pirate Puppet Show—$5 

Grounds open for picnics 

Food stalls and roving puppeteers on site 

Bookings essential, Lyttelton Harbour Info Centre, 328 9093 

BRING MUM, DAD, AUNTIES, UNCLES & GRANDPARENTS 
a great FAMILY DAY out! 

Shimmy into the New Year with Bellydance 
Start the year with a sparkle, to the strains of oriental music, in the warm, fun  
atmosphere of Abbraccia Bellydance classes. Held in the private meeting room of The  
Lyttelton Club, 23 Dublin Street, Lyttelton. 
Please call Paige on 328 -8883 or 021 999 848 for further questions, or to book your 
place in the class. 
Term 1 Classes 2010  
8 Week Term Monday February 8 - Monday March 29 
Bellybutton's Class 4-45pm            A fun class for 7+ years designed to teach basic 
bellydance moves in a  environment. $60 
Adult Beginnners 6.15-7.30pm        Learn foundation bellydance moves while  
improving your fitness and having fun, no dance experience needed. $80 
Advanced Beginners 7.30 - 9pm      Strengthen your knowledge of the basics and 
learn a choreography in this class.  

Learn to sail courses  
starting - after school and 
weekends - with Canterbury 
sailing school. phone Simon 

021669076 of 
www.canterburysailing.co.nz 

for details 

    
Be brave Be brave Be brave Be brave     
Try hardTry hardTry hardTry hard    
Have fun!Have fun!Have fun!Have fun!    

 

Author unknown 

Play football in 2010 like the All 
Whites. 
Woolston Technical Football 
Club - Junior Registration Day 
Sunday 14th February, 9am - 
1pm - Garrick Park, Hargood 
St, Woolston 
5-19 year olds, Boys & Girls, 
Social to Division 1 teams 
 
Contact Simon Gerathy  
ph: 021 937 875, 
email:info@wtfc.co.nz,  
web: www.wtfc.co.nz 

HOME BASED CHILD CARE STARTING NEXT MONTH (MoE License pending) 
Why Home based? Because many children thrive in a small group in a home  
setting. Who will do the caring? Some truly wonderful women have come forward 
to be the first group of Educators. What will they provide? They will create a 
rhythm akin to that in the kindergartens in their homes - warmth, richness of 
songs and stories, and natural play activities. If you are interested in knowing 
more, enrolling your child or becoming a Home Educator, call Jacquie 03 
376 4213, jacquie@sokolovpearson.com 


