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National Standards - Where dO we Stand? Where do the Proprietors stand,

the parents, the Board, the teachers and our students? Lots of heat, threats, claims and counter claims of lies, half
truths, mischief making, misuse of dollars, anti democratic demands and more have been made by and against
the Minister, NZSTA, PPTA, NZEI, in blogs, newspaper columns, through a national bus campaign and petitions.

Its been made very clear that if Boards don’t require the teachers, through the Principal, to do the standards, then
they will be dismissed and replaced by a commissioner and that if the Principal doesn’t insist then action could
taken to remove her or him.

| have written a lot over the last year on this topic (mostly against them) and in repeating similar sentiments at the
Board meeting last week, we decided that the best way forward was to have a big school meeting to discuss
everyone’s concerns, share information, see what the parent body would like in terms of reporting etc., so the
Proprietors and Board and teachers can make some informed decisions on the matter.

We hope you can make it on March 16 in the school hall at 7pm where we can korero together about this
nationally vexed question.

WHO to SEE in our SCHOOL

We aspire to a flattened management. The normal powers of a principal in our school are devolved as much as
possible to the teachers and staff who are experts in their areas. We try to keep the solo principal position for the
legally required areas and encourage a full ownership of our school by those who work in it. Hence the CPG is a
term the incorporates the College of Teachers (i.e. the entire teaching body — the “C” bit), P = principal ( the
required integrated school bit) and G = group i.e. a group ideally of four of us — one representing each section of
the school.

C = College of Teachers

P = legally required principal

G = Group representing Kinder, Lower and Upper School interests &. Management

The CPG performs the function of any school principal, so speaking to any CPG member is equal to bringing things
to the principal’s notice. Hence our Act Locally means talk to those closest to your part of the school — your teacher,
your CPG member. See inside page 2 for those who you can talk to about other aspects of school life.

We have a complaints procedure available at the office or can be emailed to you. We really should

have compliments procedure too. If you are moved to give a compliment — act locally too!

Class 12 students spoke about Acts of Kindness in the US assembly — their first act was three girls cutting their hair
on Friday afternoon to raise money for cancer, in response to Mira Reil’s passing.

Farewell — We sadly have accepted the resignation of our long time colleague Robin McElrea who has been with us
for 10 years. She has brought the now loved Spanish language into the US, assisted many many students with her
work as our special ed coordinator, found and liaised with many workplaces for the cl. 9 work experience week as
the
Careers officer, organised STAR courses for years, taught English, been a class sponsor, staff rep on the Board and
an enthusiastic colleague who surprised us all with her piano, guitar and strong singing voice. Robin leaves at the
end of the term. We will miss her lots. Her future plans are yet to be revealed to us ...but we wait with anticipa-
tion....
We are advertising for a full time English and Special Ed coordinator. See Education Gazette if you want more
details.

Continued overleaf



WHO’'S WHO? & WHO TO
ASK FOR HELP

College Principals Group (GPG)
Thomas Proctor (Legal Principal)
Brenda Warander
Phil Jopson

Section & Curriculum Coordinators
Frances Ritchie (K)
Brenda Warander (LS)
Richard Bulloc(US)
Angelika Frank-Alexander (US)

Bursar
Fran Dudding

Upper School Dean
Ashley Conland

Lower School Dean
Peter Oliver

Academic Dean
Maxine Ude Shankar

NZQA Qualifications
John Suggate
Counsellors
Mareile Stoppel
David Garb

Special Character
Neil Carter
Thomas Proctor
Frances Ritchie

Steiner Certificate
(Class 11 & 12)
Martin Gastinger

International Students
Angelika Frank-Alexander

(Continued from cover page)
We are still seeking a Lower School Secretary — 5 hours plus — ideal for par-
ents after dropping your child of at school. Please see Brenda.

AFTER SCHOOL CONCERNS -  Please remember that the care and
responsibility of children after school is the parents. On occasions the office
has to ring around for the caregiver of a very tearful child.... often children are
left to play while parents talk -but please ensure that they are being cared for
by someone.

BEING ON TIME - Remember that school BEGINS at 8.45 — this is not the
arrival time (which is 8.40 ). Children should be in class at 8.45.
Thanks. (being a policeman in the mornings is not my preferred option — it is
parental responsibility issue really ) - Thomas Proctor

CALENDAR

Monday 22 March Board of Trustees meeting
Music Room at 7pm

All welcome

Thursday 1 April End of Term 1
Monday 19 April Beginning of Term 2
NUTRITION
Lecture and Workshop
Wendy Cook

Author of “Foodwise” “Dynamic” Food and Cookbook. New
ways of looking at the food we eat and what is truly
nourishing.

Lecture: Friday 19 March 2010 7:30pm

Cost: $15

Wendy has extensive knowledge of food and nutrition, gathered from
over 30 years of experience cooking and teaching in clinics,
communities and schools and is especially interested in the effect of
food on consciousness and the subtle energy in food.

Workshop: Saturday March 2010. 9am — 3:30pm at Rudolf Steiner
School

Cost: $75

“Eating for True Nourishment — the Alchemy of Cooking”

Planning and cooking of a seasonal vegetarian meal using the principle
of root/stem/leaf fruit.

Looking at food with an awareness fo what it is grown to the way it
is prepared and eaten.

The effect of food on consciousness

Vegetable preparation — a contemplative approach

The patrticular significance of Biodynamic agriculture and produce.
Limited number of participants.

Pre-registration with payment essential.

Please contact Krissy Small 382 3956 for details:

Email: krissynkev@xtra.co.nz




FRAM THE SCHACL

Upper School Special Education
A message to caregivers and students:
If any students have been assessed or re-assessed by a registered educational psychologist (e.g.
Seabrook McKenzie, Hagley Diagnostic or SPELD) over the holidays, it would be good for me to receive a
copy of this document. The procedure is that teachers are apprised confidentially of the summary and
recommendations to accommodate that student’s learning needs in the classroom as much as possible.
While it would be desirable to have a teacher aide present at all times in all classes, the Upper School
portion of the Special Education Grant is insufficient for this and in 2010 we currently have 13 hours of TA
support.
As caregivers, you may be contacted in terms one or two to attend a SLP (Supported Learning Plan)
interview in which a plan is drawn up to maximize your child’s learning in the classroom and is agreed
upon by the student, caregiver and the school.
You may also request one of these if you see the need.
If you are a student in classes 11 or 12 and your assessment has expired or you are thinking you would
benefit from one (as these afford special conditions for you such as extra time or writer or reader/writer in
NCEA external exams), you will need to book in for one this term or early in term 2. All applications for
special exam conditions are required by the Ministry of Education by July accompanied by a current
registered Educational Psychologist's assessment (costing $450.00). If you submit your ed psych
assessment to us for dispatch to the Ministry after the mid year cut-off date, we are unable to secure for
you special exam conditions for 2010.
My advice to parents, should they see the need, is to organize one of these ed. psych assessments
sooner rather than later as the waiting list steadily grows from now and at peak periods two months can
lapse between picking up the phone and receiving the report
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries relating to special education needs.
Robin McElrea,
Upper School Special Education Coordinator.

KAPA HAKA and TE AWA KOROWAI WHANAU GROUP MEET- CLASS 4’S PRE-LOVED
ING CLOTHING AND TOY SALE!
Te Awa Korowai Whanau Group and Kapa Haka will have a meeting] Friday 12 March 8:30 till 3:30 in
at 3.15 on Wednesday 3 March in the Eurythmy-Whanau Room. Hansens Park. ]
Also we will have Kapa Haka next Wednesday 10 March at 3.15| Donations of clean un-torn items
and on the 5 March we will have a gathering at Jackie’s home at gladly received and can be
5.30pm. dropped outside Class 4 or at 10
Nau Mai Haere Mai. All welcome. Ford Road
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MEETING

Next Meeting Monday 8" March
7.30pm at 86 Opawa Road
The role of the Community Association is to act as a liaison between parents and the school, and is
committed to making a positive difference for our children, their parents and those that teach and support
them. The CA wishes to invite you to the first meeting of the year where we will be planning the
programme for the Association for the rest of the year, including:

Projects to improve and enhance the school

Issues that the CA can assist in resolving

Events

Fundraising
But the Association needs you. It can only run if parents are involved. All members of our school
community are welcomed and encouraged to join the Community Association or attend the monthly
meetings. It is also expected that each class will elect a representative to be a member, and anyone who
is passionate about ensuring the school is the best it can be for our children is urged to come along.
The Association seeks to do all this in a positive, proactive and peaceful way and we look forward to
seeing you there.
Rob Kerr




FIROM THE WIDER CAMMUNITY)

Hockey-The Junior Sydenham and Selwyn Hockey Clubs are combin- :
ing this year and will begin pre season trials/training soon.Please go to :

the websites www.sydenhamhockey.co.nz or
www.selwynhockeyclub.co.nz for further information on dates and
times. We look forward to seeing you there.

Dancers(11:30am). Water Festival Finale

New Brighton Market—Saturday 6 March from 9am to 2pm (if fine). This
months theme: Gaelic and Green. Celtic Music from Willie McArthur. The Gaelic f

There is no fear in love;

Tween’ Girls and Celebrity Culture (2 evening sessions) These lecture will
explore the current debates about ‘tween’ girls (aged approximately 8-12
years) and celebrity culture. These include claims that preteen girls are

and thus rushing ‘headlong into premature adolescence’, as well as
arguments that ‘tween girls are more media ‘savvy’ and able to critically
engage with the celebrity culture they encounter. We will reflect on these
various arguments as well as the assumptions about childhood, the ‘effects’ of
popular and celebrity culture and the preteen girl celebrity culture relationship,
which inform these different perspective.

Presented by Dr Tiina Vares

Thursdays 18 and 25 March 2010. 7pm—38:30pm. Fee $25

For more information or to enrol Phone 3642470 or visit
www.communityeducation.canterbury.ac.nz

imitating the clothing styles, language and actions of their favourite celebrities

for perfect love casts out
fear

John 1:18

THE
NATURAL ANIMAL HEALTH
CLINIC

NATURAL, DRUG FREE,

Craft Group Come to the Craft Group in the whanau/common room.
Every Friday during term time form 12 till 3pm

BYO cup for a hot cuppa. Contact Fleur 376 4552 or Viv 03 314 6006
for more info. All Welcome.

&
NON-INVASIVE ANIMAL
HEALTH CARE
Nutrition, Massage,

Children’s Artwork Display Frames-Waldorf Inspired
Handcrafted locally using untreated sustainable pine - Eco friendly -100%
Natural oil finish - 100% Recycled, acid -free cardboard backing. Easy to
change with each new masterpiece created. A3 size (made to fit Steiner
paper with rounded corners) $65.00 To order contact Tony on 328-7787 or
pizi@xtra.co.nz

Bowen, Herbs &
Homeopathy
treatments for animals.

Becky Hadfield

Family Constellation Workshop 6/7 March 2010
(Sat/ Sat 9.30 — 5pm)
Want to make changes in your life?

Experience and learn about this unique way to deal with
relationship/ family issues that has been popular and very effec-
tive with many people in Europe for over 20 years!

Other family members do not need to be there.The need for self
disclosure is minimal.You can benefit by just observing other
people's constellations.

Please contact Heike (also for private sessions) on 9813629 /
0272275969 or mccahon@paradise.net.nz or
www.familyconstellations.co.nz
Cost: $ 130/ 170 unwaged/waged

Animal Naturopath.
New Clinic Open From
‘AT The Vets’,

St Martins.

To make an appointment
Ph 0800-214909
visit
www.thenaturalanimalhealthclinic.co.nz

for full details

Newsletter available by email and on the web

To subscribe to the newsletter by email, send a message to ccrssnews@ch.steiner.school.nz with just the word subscribe s

the subject. To unsubscribe, send a message to the same address with just the word unsubscribe as the subject. Be sure to send
this from the same email address you are subscribed from. To advertise (there is small charge of $5 for brief personal adverts
when space permits), please email your request to lesleyj@ch.steiner.school.nz by midday Thursday prior. The newsletter is

published on our website at www.ch.steiner.school.nz/newsletter.php




