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Star Courses and the Gateway 
Programme 

STAR Courses 
These courses give students an opportunity to discover and examine study pathways and 
participate in work-based learning experiences beyond school. Students can see the range of 
courses available on the noticeboard outside the upper school office or simply talk to the STAR 
coordinator (Angelika Frank-Alexander) about courses they wish to explore. Courses might 
include Barista, Adventure Based Learning (ABL) (for class 11), a variety of trades, Childcare, 
Barista, Bar and Table Service, Defensive Driving (prerequisite is a minimum of Learners 
License and 50 hours driving experience), Audio Engineering, First Aid, Communication and 
First Line Management, Journalism, Photoshop or other media program courses and many 
more. 
ü Courses are available throughout the year to classes 10, 11 and 12  
ü Students are encouraged to participate in those courses in an after school or holiday 

programme situation. 
ü Senior students are entitled to one STAR course of choice throughout the year.  
ü Senior students on Job Search receive assistance in their preparation for leaving school, 

including attending STAR courses and Work Experience placements, sometimes leading up to 
Youth Training options. 

 

The Gateway Programme  
In 2019 the Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School is offering 8 students the opportunity to 
participate in the óGateway Programmeô which enables students to look at a structured 
workplace learning opportunity in an industry of their choice. The learning is hands-on and 
practical, and assessment is done in the workplace for industry-specific unit and achievement 
standards which contribute to NCEA. It typically involves students going on placement in their 
chosen profession for one day per week. Preference is given to students who have a proven 
track record of being able to keep up with the work. This includes Main Lesson work, where 
the student has to undertake to complete the requirements in a timely fashion.  
In the past 10 years, we had students exploring the building and construction, plumbing and 
drain laying, conservation, early childhood, fitness, retail certificate, outdoor education leader, 
swimming teacher, security guard and hospitality industries with great success. Typically, the 
students spend one day per week on work placement in the chosen industry. Before the start 
of placement, the students may be enrolled in a 2-day health & safety in employment course. 
Students may also elect to participate in other courses offered around their placement 
throughout the year.   
 
 
The Criteria for participation are as follows: 

 
ü That the Gateway placement is necessary for the student to proceed on their chosen 

career path, or their ability to do so would be significantly reduced if the placement is 
not made 

ü That the student ñhave a strong interest in a particular industry or career directionò 
ü That the student ñbe work readyò  
ü That the student ñbe reliable with a good attendance recordò 
ü That the student undertakes to keep up with their school work, including the Main 

Lesson work. 
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ü That the student is ñmotivated to learn in the workplaceò 
ü That the student can ñmanage individualised learning and assessmentò 
ü That the choice is not at the expense of appropriate and achievable alternative choices 

that keep more options for the future open to the student. 
ü That the course will not put at risk the studentôs ability to achieve well in NCEA and to 

gain University Entrance where these are realistic possibilities. 
 

The decision about who will be chosen to participate in the Gateway program will be made in 
Term 4, 2017 for the 2018 programme.  If spaces are still available and discussion with the 
Gateway coordinator and the Academic Dean placements can still be decided upon throughout 
the year 2018. For more information about work place options, Industry Training Organisation 
and availability please contact the Gateway coordinator, Angelika Frank-Alexander or better 
still make an appointment to see her: angelikaf@ch.steiner.school.nz  

 
A footnote about STAR courses and Gateway Placements: 

Schools receive a budget to fund STAR courses and Gateway placements and can 

cost the school up to $150.00 per student per day. Once a commitment has been made 

to attend a STAR course or sign up to the Gateway placement, it must be kept.  Any 

absence from the course or placement is to be covered by a note from a caregiver. If 

the absence is 3 days or more, a doctorôs certificate is required. In the event of an 

unexplained non-attendance, it is the responsibility of the student and family to 

reimburse the fees in full to the school. An abuse of this privilege (including not 

returning home work, related to a STAR course or Gateway placement, in a timely 

fashion) means that the student forfeits the right to attend future STAR courses or sign 

up for future Gateway placements. For more information about STAR courses and 

Gateway placements please contact the STAR & Gateway Coordinator, Angelika 

Frank-Alexander or better still make an appointment to see her: 

angelikaf@ch.steiner.school.nz by yourself or with your family. 

 

 

 

 

Please note that course costs are indicative only and will be covered by the STAR and 

Gateway funding unless stated otherwise. Please read above.  

mailto:angelikaf@ch.steiner.school.nz
mailto:angelikaf@ch.steiner.school.nz
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Courses at óThe Learning Placeô   
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Kalandra Health Studies 
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