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Mālō le soifua
This week has been Samoan language week. The first of many annual language
celebrations across Aotearoa encouraging us to remember our place in the Pacific.
In our last pānui I touched on the impulse of Whitsun and the many languages that
were spoken at the festival in the Upper School. Our Whitsun celebrations have
continued this week, energising the power of unity - te mana o te kotahitanga.
Today the Lower School festival was poignant and quite beautiful as the call for
peace was reflected through music and candlelight. Whitsun helps us to connect
with the power of language and the impulse to recognise that which brings us together, not sets us apart.
We know that all indigenous languages are the cornerstone to the health and wellbeing of people. History
shows us that a loss of language leads to a loss of culture and identity.
In Waldorf education we know that language is threefold in its basic nature. It facilitates self-expression,
communication, and provides a framework for dialogue, both in speaking and listening. Although we are yet
to deliver a broad modern languages programme at this kura we know it is a priority for us. The Waldorf
curriculum supports any opportunity to develop language usage through storytelling, dramatic
performances, singing and all other forms of communication, because these are powerful and formative
forces. All of which circles us back (again) to Whitsun, and the ties that bind us, as people of the world.
In this edition you will see a variety of topics covered including images of student craft and practical work,
the kindergarten lantern festival, and updates on our sporting endeavours. All taking place over the last
fortnight.
As I often comment, there is a lot happening here each week in our kura. And it isn’t just ‘busy stuff’. It is
purposeful, therapeutic, and meaningful.
Our teachers deeply understand their students and are concerned not only with their academic development,
but also their moral, spiritual, social, emotional, and physical needs. That is a huge task and one we take
incredibly seriously.
Our work is to educate free thinking, self-aware human beings, ready to go out into the world to make a
positive contribution to humanity.
While we strive for continuous improvement at this school, please know that our work together is
underpinned by the commitment to provide a place for us all to learn and grow together. Inclusion,
acceptance, and love. Tātou wāhi. Just as the story of Whitsun shows us.
In closing I must apologise for being away from my usual post at the school entrance this week. As you know
I try to alternate between one of our two main gates, daily. It’s been a busy old time this week and as you
know we have a had a high number of staff absences to attend to.
Fingers crossed, I look forward to being back at my post again, soon.
In the meantime, have a wonderful long weekend, one and all.
May the Whitsun gesture of peace feature in your family time together.
Toe feiloa’i
Caroline

SCHOOL CALENDAR—WĀTAKA
Monday 6 June: Queen’s Birthday
Tuesday 7 June — Friday 10 June: US Play week (Beauty and the Beast)
Monday 13 June—Friday 17 June: Pride week
Thursday 16 June: BoT Hui
Friday 17 June: Spiral Festival
Wednesday 22 June: Night Time Matariki Festival
Friday 24 June: Matariki Observance (National Holiday)
Wednesday 29 June: Night Time Matariki Festival (postponement date)
Thursday 30 June: CL8 Parent Meeting
Friday 8 July: Last day of Term 4
Please note: Any other celebrations this term such as class lantern festivals, will be notified by
individual class teachers.

Class 12 are in need of pine tree cuttings for the upcoming Spiral Festival. If you have a tree that
would be willing to donate some branches, can you please let the school office know.
Many thanks.

School Garden News
The health of our school’s fruit trees: we recently assessed the health of our school’s fruit trees through
professional consultation. As ‘The Tree People’ said, ‘tree removal is always the last step, after we have
explored other avenues… the cherry tree had outgrown its current location and had grown into the irrigation
system (asset damage)’, plus the cherry was in a very unhealthy state & partly rotten (H/S hazard). “The (nonfruiting) apricot tree, was growing on the north-west aspect of the garden boarder and was obstructing
important late garden sun. It also had extensive decay in the lower union”. While we are sad to see these trees
go, we will be ensuring better fruit tree health in the future. The garden is going through some big changes, and
we readily welcome your input within the school garden (ideas, plant donations, hands on help, etc.) to help
bring new life and energy into the space.
Please contact Georgina (Horticulture Teacher) or Rachel (Operations Manager). Our contact details available
through the office. Or provide feedback at: feedback@ch.steiner.school.nz

BoT Hui dates:
Thursday: 16 June
Thursday: 21 July
Thursday: 18 August
Thursday: 15 September
Thursday: 20 October
Thursday: 17 November
Thursday: 15 December

Tālofa lava
Many thanks for everyone's input and support around the upcoming Matariki Festival on 22 June starting at
5:15pm. We're really looking forward to the opportunity to celebrate together, reconnect, and look ahead as a
united family.
Preparations are well underway around the school, with waiata, lantern-making and kapa haka, all coming
together for what promises to be a very special outdoor event. Class 7 will soon begin their drumming practice
ready to play for us, and there will be a big ngā toi performance too. Class 8 and 9 "will be" making soup to share
on the night, courtesy of the Community Association, using vegetables from the school garden. Class 12 parents
will be selling an array of culinary delights as the graduation fundraiser. And our wonderful caretaker Tim is
working on a rather exciting project . . . more to follow about this, soon.
We hope you will join the whole school by singing along with us that night to:
Kei hea te Rā
Rise Up o Flame
Ngā iwi e
Resources to support you with this will be available on the website soon.
And lastly, please help! We need tin cans (soft-drink / beer and food tins, especially large ones) and glass jars (at
least 6cm wide at the top), for the Upper School lantern-making. Please have your children leave any you can
spare in the box outside the Technology room (in the corridor).
Fa'afetai lava, Jane Lush
Matariki Events Coordinator
janel@ch.steiner.school.nz
Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC)
Kia ora koutou,
Whānau were recently sent a 'Blanket Permission Form' for EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom). The purpose
of the form was to seek parental approval for low-risk activities that occur off site during school hours that a
teacher might organise. Examples include walking in Hansen's Park, local sports fixtures, and local museum/art
gallery trips. The purpose of the form was to streamline the parental consent process. Parents have always been
notified of all off-site trips; the form was not intended to remove this notification.
Verbal and written feedback regarding the form has shown that many parents are unhappy with the form, which
follows the Ministry of Education guidelines. Most of the concerns raised were about the Medical Consent section
of the document. Another aspect regarded the 'age appropriate' nature of the student agreement.
As a result, we will be undertaking a review of the document. If you would like to contribute towards the review
process, please send your suggestions to feedback@ch.steiner.school.nz.
Please make sure the subject line in your feedback email says EoTC.
Please note that if you have already signed and submitted the Blanket Consent Form, it is not currently 'live'.
Consent for any EOTC will be sought in the usual way.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
Ngā mihi,
Peter Oliver
EOTC Co-Ordinator

WEDNESDAY SPORT REPORT
⚽Football continued their good form in Round 2 by beating the STAC Blue Team 7-2. Great teamwork to secure
that result. The team is responding well to the coaching they are getting from Cooper Davis. In Round 3 played this
Wednesday they did even better. With 9 players they played strongly in the first half to be 2-0 down against a full
team from STAC Red. They made a come back in the second half, and won 7-3! Making the most of playing with
the wind in the second half. Cooper and Mia said the result was impressive. With one player out with illness and
another injured, the team is very keen to get a couple more players as they may be going up a grade.
Badminton played Hillmorton in Round 2 at the new ZHU Badminton complex in Wigram. Tyler, Lochee, Manu
and Sadie all contributed to a 4-2 win. Round 3 was played this Wednesday Lochee, Tyler, Sadie and Ruby Grace
took on a team from Christ College. Lochee played at number one and rose to the occasion. Sadie also showed
good form to win her singles, and Tyler & Ruby Grace fought hard in their games. At the end of the Match it was
tied up at 3 -3. Unfortunately, on the countback we lost 99 to 108. The team is really benefitting from the coaching
and practice they are getting Wednesdays’ at lunch times.
Robyn and Mia

Congratulations to the students who have qualified for Canterbury Cross Country on June 22nd after the Zones:
•
•
•
•
•

Holly Sutherland (c4)
Luka Donkers (c4)
Melu Blackburn (c5)
Emilia Immler (c6)
Julian Rees (c6)

Robyn took a group of US students to run in the Cross Country on Thursday. The boys represented our school really well and were very supportive of each other on the day. Our best result was Benji who came 25th in the Year 9
Boys, Lochee came 42nd in Junior Boys and Jamie came 42nd in Senior boys. The fields were big and the times
were fast as it was a relatively flat course.
Robyn

Class 12 Food Stall (before and after the school play)
We’re planning hot food -- cheese toasties and samosas.
Popcorn, and cold or hot blackcurrant drinks. Muffins and slices of cake.
Please bring cash.
We’re fundraising for our graduation event.
Enjoy the show!

Piano lessons
Sign up for weekly piano lessons with Tessa Olivier by phoning 021 171 0701 and securing your spot. Lessons will
take place at school on Fridays and the cost is $30 per half hour lesson.
Tessa has lots of experience teaching at Steiner and mainstream schools and would love to take your child
through the magical journey of learning a musical instrument.

Breaking News!
As mentioned, our drama teacher Dani has become a new mother - much earlier than expected.
Without flinching, the very talented Hugo Zanker opted to take on the Upper School Play rather
than let the hard work of our students go to waste. Thank goodness!
Hugo will be flying solo on this, at a time when staff are already very stretched.
Our thanks and gratitude go to Hugo for taking this on.
We are so grateful that our students still get to perform for our delight and entertainment.
Beauty and the Beast - bring it on.

Arrivals
Nau mai, haere mai to Mary de Villiers and Sophie McKellar, who have joined the staff this term as
learning support assisstants. We feel so blessed that they have joined our kura.

Mary de Villiers

Sophie McKellar

In other exciting news, our wonderful
US Drama and English teacher, Dani
welcomed a beautiful wee girl:
Genevieve Clare 4lb 4oz on
Sunday the 29 May.

OUR WHITSUN FESTIVALS

Caroline and Rachel recently visited Class 6 and were presented with ideas and feedback for the future school
café. Research, statistics and surveying were undertaken by the class and many areas were covered including
sustainability, nutrition, food preferences and lots of great ideas. Thank you Class 6!
A survey will be sent out to the community shortly inviting feedback and ideas on what needs and requests you
may have for what the school café will become in the coming months, feeding our tamariki and kaiako, and
providing food related fundraising opportunities for class communities.
If you are a small business and interested in providing food at our school please get in touch with Rachel via
feedback@ch.steiner.school.nz

Kindergarten Lantern Festival
Last week the Kindergarten celebrated their Lantern Festival. There was much preparation in
the weeks leading up to it. Tamariki busily helped with painting, cutting, gluing, and watching as
their lanterns came together step by step. They helped with scooping out and carving
pumpkins; pumpkin muffins were baked, and pumpkin soup was a warming addition to the
morning tea menu.
The Lantern Festival links with Martinmas, the celebration of St Martin on 11 November in the
northern hemisphere. St Martin is the patron saint of beggars and outcasts and was recognised
for his gentleness and ability to bring warmth and light to those in need.
The festival connects us with the rhythms of nature, community, and the light within. It is a time
of sharing and gathering, appreciating the warmth of whānau and community. Through lighting
the lanterns and singing lantern songs as we walk with our lanterns through the darkness of the
night, we symbolically celebrate the light within each of us which guides us through the long
dark days of winter. The festival is a gift to the children which through the wonder and magic of
it all they are filled with warmth and light and are left with a deep and lasting impression.

Our Practical Curriculum
In an age when instant gratification is the norm, the time taken to create a
knitted toy from a skein of wool, to respond to a piece of wood, or to translate
an idea into an imaginary image, feels more urgent than ever. By
nurturing students in their practical endeavours, we support them to become
practical problem solvers and to take thoughts from the head into the body
and the heart. We know that so much of our wellbeing is connected to our
sense of self, our paths for expression and in our sense of belonging.
Here are a few pictures of the learning underway for ākonga, this term.

‘Our teaching must live. It must reach each beyond the ideas, images, feelings
and skills the children have acquired. We must give them something that can
continue into their adult lives.’
Rudolf Steiner

Pick up at Te Ara Sophia is now active as a shipping option when you order your
food box from Toha Kai! Starting this week!
Toha Kai means to share food. That’s exactly what we aim to do - create more
equitable access to the best quality organic kai produced in Waitaha/Canterbury
and from around Aotearoa.
We have developed a range of boxes from our Tini, which is aimed at smaller households, to
Ngeangea, which is designed for bigger households. We also offer Whurutu (Fruit only) boxes and
Huawhenua (vegetable only) boxes for those that may have allergies or are producing some of
their own kai.

Over the almost a year that Toha Kai has been around, we have developed a comprehensive array
of complimentary high quality products from small local businesses. Bread, eggs, kombucha,
fermented foods, oat milk and more…and we are slowly adding other products as our systems allow.
We run as a not-for-profit, our margins are set to cover our operational costs and no more.
We have chosen to largely focus on the eastern side of Ōtautahi to increase food sovereignty, however, their is increasing pressure to make sure our collective ecological footprint is becoming
smaller. So, our almost plastic-free, low food mile, largely organic boxes of kai are a big step in the
right direction.
Check out our website - Toha Kai (www.tohakai.org) for more information and to place an order,
or email Michael tohakaiotautahi@gmail.com with any questions you may have.
Free Theatre Kidsfest July Holiday Programme: Time Travel
Location: Waldheim, Seven Oaks (35 Hassals Lane, Waltham)
Dates: Mon 11th - Tues 12th July
Fee: $100
Time: 9-3pm
*Scholarships available for local students, please enquire.
*We are a member of Te Mātāpuna Mātātahi Children's University, so bring your passport if you have one!
During this two day Kidsfest holiday programme at Waldheim, Seven Oaks, participants (8-12 years) will create
performances in our orchards and woodlands using mask, puppetry, physical theatre, design, film and music,
inspired by stories of time travel.
Marching Canterbury
Don’t knock the sport of Marching, until you try it!
We cater for all ages 4yrs- 30yrs+ We are currently looking for more members to join our teams.
Marching encourages teamwork, discipline, and friendship. It’s great for coordination, posture and brain development. If you would like to see what we are all about and give it a go, get in touch with us
at Publicitymarchingcanterbury@gmail.com or Kylie Dowers 021930434.
We have teams in all areas of Christchurch.
Wanted- short term furnished home to rent or housesit.
We will be out of our house for renovations early July- early October. If you are heading away for any or part of
this time and want a responsible quiet family keeping an eye on the place, watering plants and/or feeding your
cats get in touch! annahjohnstone@gmail.com

