KAWERONGO HIKO NEWSLETTER
TE KURA O RUDOLF STEINER i ŌTAUTAHI
CHRISTCHURCH RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL

1/7/2022
Volume 1, Issue 10

Ngā mihi mahana e te whānau, warmest greetings to you all,
Welcome to our final pānui for Term 2.
Last week we came together to celebrate at our inaugural Matariki Festival.
Skillfully guided by Matua Willie and Whaea Tania, and led by our talented
festival coordinator Jane Lush, we were re-united as a family, ngā whānau tahi.
It was magic.
Thank you so much for being part of that special evening.
There are some tremendous images of the event on the school website, with film
footage to follow shortly (go to the Community tab/ Matariki Festival).
In Waldorf education we are picture builders. We know that the rich tapestry of child
development and parenting is enhanced when strong ties to seasonal and age related changes align to
experiences.
As we reconnected in the warm glow of lanterns and heard one another’s voices in the cold night air of
the festival, we were building pictures and experiences for our own wellbeing, for our children, and for
the whole school community. What a gift.
Matariki is about the potential in all of us.
It is a time to acknowledge what has passed, to acknowledge the present, to look ahead to the future.
How lucky we are that as a nation Tangata Māori are sharing the wisdom and potential of Matariki with
us, so we can all rise like the stars.
Matariki the great provider. A time to shine, he wā pīataata.
Our curriculum ensures interconnectedness to all things; it provides a blueprint to a way of
acknowledging the spiritual forces contained in each and every thing, and strongly aligns with
non-Western theories of being and knowledge. The concept of a deep sense of children’s spiritual
ancestry guiding the child’s development that is present in Steiner education is aligned with Māori and
Pasifika worldviews, which we must always honour. Although our Waldorf curriculum was first
developed over one hundred years ago, it is as fresh and relevant today as it was back then.
Our pānui this week represents a collection of items about recent ‘happenings’ at school. Not
necessarily connected but all underpinned by our teaching and learning practices and extra-curricular
provisions. Please remember, without your donations to the Board, these activities such as our
Matariki Festival would not be possible. If you are yet to commit to your payment, please go ahead.
Your contributions are essential. Thank you.
With warmest wishes to you all for a restful term 2 holiday.
Enjoy your weekend, kia pai tō mutunga wiki,
Nā, Caroline

SCHOOL CALENDAR—WĀTAKA
Friday 8 July: Last day of Term 2
Monday 25 July: First day of Term 3
Thursday 28 July: BoT Hui

Teacher Aide position in the Christchurch Rudolf Steiner Kindergarten
The successful applicant will have a warm and nurturing nature and enjoy working with young
children. They will be working with an individual child with high health care needs. They will collaborate with the teacher to develop a plan and strategies to help the child become as independent as possible and will keep daily records.
The position is fixed term, until the end of Term Two, 2023, starting as soon as possible, for up to
10 hours over 4-5 days per week.
To apply please send in a CV and a covering letter to:
Lily England, Kindergarten Coordinator lilye@ch.steiner.school.nz

Lost property: All lost property will be out for inspection and to be picked up if it belongs to your child next
week Wed-Friday. Any lost property not claimed will be donated at the end of term.

Nau mai, haere mai!

Welcome to Ruby, a graduate of our school (2020)
who has joined our staff and is working as a
learning support assistant in the lower school.

Welcome to Harper, a graduate of our school
(2020) who has joined our staff and is working
alongside the support staff team.

The Astronomy Main Lesson in Class 12 references the origin and evolution of our Universe.
This year Class 12 have delved into the many ideas of the cosmos – from the geocentric, heliocentric, eccentric,
expansionist, static and flat space ideas to our present-day reflections on the Big Bang. They've asked the 'big
questions' around reality, mind and matter, space, and time with their learning culminating this week at a
camp based in Tekapo, Mount John and at the Dark Sky Project.
Many thanks to Kristian for running the Main Lesson and camp, and to our wonderful volunteer parents for
making the activities possible.
A perfect learning opportunity for Matariki.
Mānawatia a Matariki

Matariki Festival

Matariki star cluster, drawn with
crayon and painted by Reuben,
five years old, Oakleaf Kindergar-

On the 23rd June, we had Jeremy Benton, the
Business Development Advisor for BCITO in the
upper South Island region in to talk to some US
students about what a career in the trades can
look like. BCITO works in partnership with
schools, employers, and industry to help build
a skilled construction workforce for NZ and
they manage apprenticeships for more than 15
trades. Currently, Apprenticeships are now
FREE for all new and current BCITO apprentices
enrolled in a TEC-funded apprenticeship programme in all our 15 trades. Jeremy presented
an inspiring picture and students were fully
engaged!

Update under COVID ORANGE
Yesterday the government confirmed that under the COVID Protection Framework that Aotearoa remains at
ORANGE. Key aspects of the message are:
Anyone experiencing COVID-19 symptoms 29 days or longer following their initial infection, to test. Should they
test positive they will need to isolate for 7 days.
This is a change from earlier advice which was that people would not need to re-test if they had tested positive
for COVID-19 within the past 90 days, based on the latest international evidence and the need to quickly isolate
people with reinfections.
However, Household Contacts who have had COVID-19 within 90 days will not need to isolate, unless they are
symptomatic. There is clear updated advice on what they should do to reduce risks to themselves and others.
While reinfections are low now, they are likely to increase. The B.5 variant of Omicron is predicted to become the
dominant strain in the country in the coming weeks and is a different variant to what most New Zealanders
caught the first time around.

What does this means for us?
• our school ORANGE ALERT SETTINGS remain in place (see the school website for details, including
our requirements regarding masks and visitors/parents on-site)
• we are using CO2 monitors in classes to check air quality, and providing air purifiers for classes with
high numbers of students
• please continue to keep in touch with us and notify us regarding COVID cases, and keep your
children at home if they are unwell.
Ngā mihi e te whānau

Class 6 are presenting the play in the School Hall on
Thursday 7 July at 9:15am and 6pm. Please join us.
(Poster by Leah — CL 6)

Alex’s knitting project for the library
Alex in Class 2 loves the pole in the library that the community Yarn Bombed last year. He enjoys
looking at all the different types of knitting and crocheting that the students did. He would like to
continue the project this year.
Would you like to do some knitting but don't want a big project? Does your child like to practice at home?
We would love to have some of your knitting squares or rectangles or whatever shape you
create to warm up our library this winter. The student’s who contributed last year have enjoyed
locating their knitting on the pole. You do not have to be a good knitter and smaller pieces of knitting are
perfect. Use up all your old bits of wool. Crochet would be great too if
that's your thing.
As you know, our lovely Handwork teacher Janice often tells us that
knitting is good for you. Knitting is thought to be a form of meditation
and the rhythm of working both hands in harmony can calm the heart
rate and breathing. For some it can be a great thing to do before bed.
If you have some knitting to donate, students can drop it into the
basket in the library.

Our trip to the Model European Union
The Model European Union Model EU is a yearly simulation of a European Council Summit that gives pupils a better knowledge of how the EU works. Students act as representatives of EU member-state delegations, strategizing policy concerns pertaining to a specific theme. This event allows students to practice policy analysis, diplomacy, negotiation, team-building, and cross-cultural communication skills while simulating multiple multilateral
decision-making processes. Talented delegates receive awards and can even gain scholarships to study foreign
affairs. This year I represented the Austrian Education, Youth, Culture and Sport council in the Model European
Union held at Canterbury university. The theme for this year was Freedom of expression and information. Seven
students from Steiner participated: Rilla, Tane, Veda, Ruby, McKenzie, Layton and Huia representing Cyprus,
Netherlands, Bulgaria and several other countries.
On Thursday, the five of us spent most of our time in classrooms or lecture theatres, listening to speakers or
debating the clauses in the draft directive. For each council (of which there were six) there were six different
clauses surrounding freedom of expression. While debating these clauses we were able to make amendments or
changes to a clause. An example of a clause that my council debated was “Athletes have the right to protest
sport, but must first make a formal application to protest.” Another example of a clause was “Member states
should
prevent children under sixteen from accessing social media for their own safety.” This clause received many
amendments, but none passed, until we voted to strike out the whole clause and replace it. After debating an
amendment, it would be called to vote and if the majority voted yes then it would replace the old clause. When
debating and voting we were careful not to express our own opinions, but rather those of our country. I found it
entertaining to argue for right wing policies that I personally thought were unethical.
After debating all the clauses in our respective councils, everyone was called to the same lecture theatre where
we had received an introduction and were placed back into
our country groups. Then Plenary began, in which we debated every clause or amendment in the draft directive.
This was a different voting system as it calculated each
countries vote by its percentage of the EU’s population.
This meant that Austria’s vote was worth 1.99% out of 100%
while countries like Germany had a far larger percentage.
Overall, we all had a lot of fun. We enjoyed the food, the
debating, the joke amendments (there was one about hunting the British in Amish style as penance for Brexit) and
most of all I enjoyed meeting new people. I would highly
recommend the model European Union if you want something to put on your CV, want to experience something new
or just want to get out of school for two days. Most students at other schools compete to go to Model EU, but we
are lucky at Steiner to be offered this opportunity. Take it.
Rilla (CL 11)

SPECIAL OFFER
Massage with Iben
I offer massage at The Well in The Tannery on Fridays or I can come to you at home Mon—Thurs, at a lower rate
till the 25 July
Massage can help calm the nervous system, promote better sleep, release tension, enhance body awareness and bring a sense of wellbeing.
You are welcome to come for a relaxation massage or a deep tissue massage
Cost: $ 60 for hour (till the 25 July) To book an appointment please contact: Iben Enevold / 021 124 5088 /
ibenenevold1802@gmail.com

Community Dental Service over the holidays
The Community Dental Service will be providing limited
appointments during the school break at:
• Woolston Community Dental Clinic, 11, Hopkins Street,
Christchurch
• Hornby Community Dental Clinic, 2 Hei Hei Road,
Christchurch
You can access these appointments by calling our Contact
Centre on 0800 846 983, noting that priority is given to
children with immediate dental needs.
For any dental advice please call the Contact Centre on: 0800
846 983 or email: commdental@cdhb.health.nz

Introductory Anthroposophy
An open discussion group for anyone interested in looking into Rudolf Steiner’s Spiritual Science/
Anthroposophy which is the foundation of Waldorf Education, Bio-Dynamic farming and gardening,
Anthroposophical Medicine, Weleda and Wala health products, the Threefold Social Organism,
non-reductionist science based on Goethe’s investigational methodology, and an approach to meditative
practice.
When: Wednesdays 10:00 – 11:00 am
Where: Te Ara Sophia
Starting: 6th July
Further information contact John for the Christchurch Branch of the Anthroposophical Society
(john.suggate@tutanota.com), or simply turn up to the meetings.

