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Kia ora e hoa mā, nau mai hoki mai,
The whole school community is buzzing with energy and the warmer days are
giving us plenty of opportunity to be out and about.
Springtime brings renewal and growth, and I am certain that each one of our
students arrived back from the holidays taller by at least a centimeter or two!
Thank you, all dear parents, and whānau for the enormous contributions you
are making right now on school camps, preparing for the Spring Fair, as class
secretary or class treasurer, supporting activities such as athletics day and
class plays, getting your teenagers ready for NCEA, gearing up for graduations,
attending class meetings and just generally being wonderful.
Whether you’re looking after little ones, big kids, lots of children or just one, we
appreciate the mahi that goes into growing and nurturing our rangatira mō

apōpō.
E kore e mimiti te puna mihi ki a koutou.
This week I have attended the annual Steiner Waldorf Principal Fellowship Hui,
held in Taupō. It is essential that leaders from across the country come together
and share special character curriculum developments, pedagogical resources,
and educational expertise, to strengthen all our kura in Aotearoa.
Our work is to ensure teachers are well prepared for the particular challenges
and responsibilities of Steiner Waldorf education, towards social good in the
world.
It was an uplifting hui and affirming to know all schools are in good heart and
effectively led.
In this issue we have news about recent happenings, what’s coming up, plus
important updates about staffing for 2023. The Board of Trustees is delighted to
be able to share with the community our terrific teacher appointments for the
Upper and Lower School, as our kura continues to grow. Please scroll down for
details.
Sending you springtime cheer at this busy and time for us all.
Kia kaha e te whānau, we’ve got this!
Aku mihi nui ki a koe nā, Caroline

Staffing for 2023 and beyond
The Board of Trustees are delighted to confirm our kaiako for the Upper and Lower
School in 2023.
We had a strong pool of candidates for the positions advertised externally and also
have expert kaiako returning to us.
One name you will not recognise here is Daniel Inns. Dan is a NZ teacher returning
to Ōtautahi with his whānau after teaching overseas in several high-profile schools.
Dan comes with superb references as a true all-round sports, health, careers and
humanities expert. He will also be supporting the school to develop a coherent
international students strategy to support a sustainable future for us.
Along with Kristian and Matt, Dan will be attending a full Steiner Main Lesson training
programme at Taruna, in January 2023.

Classroom Kaiako for 2023

Class One

Katherine Bauer (2 days per week)
Pip Middleton Mould (3 days a week)

Class Two

Brenda Warrander

Class Three

Michael Hayes

Class Four

Kian Malone

Class Five

Nicole Greaves

Class Six

Sylvia White

Class Seven

Angela Romein

Class Eight

Peter Oliver

Subject Specific Kaiako for 2023
Careers

Daniel Inns and Paris Bronte

Classical Studies

Rosalie Rogers

Cookery/ Food Technology

Matt Crowder
Sarah Mackintosh

Digital Technology

Hugo Zanker

Drama

Courtenay Washington

English
Eurythmy
Gardening

Courtenay Washington
Rosalie Rogers
Simone Hamblett
Katherine Bauer
Georgina St-John Ives

Gateway and STAR Courses

Matt Crowder

Handwork

Janice Beaumont
Gritt Enevold

Mathematics

Jane Lush
Kristian Giles
Hugo Zanker

Music

Jane Lush
Katharina Herzog-Cairns

Outdoor Classroom

Katherine Bauer

PE & Health

Daniel Inns
Jane Lush
Katrina Burns

Science

Kristian Giles
Peter Oliver
Sarah Mackintosh

Social Studies/ Humanities

Daniel Inns
Matt Crowder

Peter Oliver
Sports Coordinator

Mia Anderson

Visual Arts & Technology

Rebecca Henderson
Neville Campbell

Woodwork & Technology

Paris Bronte (Term 2 onwards)
Paris Bronte

Wellbeing

Kate Hamilton

US Sponsors in 2023: Peter (Class 8), Gritt (Class 9), Courtenay (Class 10), Katrina
(Class 11), Rebecca (Class 12).

WĀTAKA | SCHOOL CALENDAR
Fri 4 Nov:
Sat 5 Nov:
7 Nov-2 Dec:
8 Nov-9 Nov:
Fri 11 Nov:
14-16 Nov:
22-25 Nov:
Fri 25 Nov:
Mon 28 Nov:
28 Nov-2 Dec:
28 Nov-1 Dec:
30 Nov-2 Dec:
1 Dec-2 Dec:
5 Dec-9 Dec:
Fri 9 Dec:
Mon 12 Dec:
Mon 12 Dec:
Tue 13 Dec:
Tue 13 Dec:
Wed 14 Dec:
Wed 14 Dec:

Chch Schools Music Festival Performance (Town Hall - 7pm)
School Spring Fair (10am-3pm)
NCEA Exams
Class 3 Camp
Show Day (Canterbury Anniversary)
Class 9 Camp
Class 9 work experience
US Accord Day - no school for US students
US Accord Day - no school for US students
Class 10 work experience
Class 5 Camp
Class 7 Camp
Class 6 Camp
Class 8 Camp
Class 7 Graduation
LS advent festival
Pageant
KG advent festival
Class 12 graduation assembly
Class 12 final assembly and farewell
Last day of Term 4

KG - Kindergarten | LS - Lower School | US - Upper School
BoT Hui dates 2022:
17 Nov - 15 Dec

Update from the Board of Trustees
Kia ora koutou e te whanau, hello from the Board of Trustees
You may be wondering who we are and what the role of the Board of Trustees is. The
Board of Trustees is composed of seven parent reps, a staff rep, our Tumuaki, a rep from
the proprietor and a student rep.
Our work is to enable every student to attain their highest possible standard in educational
achievement. It is with this lens that we review and discuss various reports about our kura.

We cannot do this work without you, our school community, so following our meetings we
will share an update about our mahi and how you can help strengthen and uphold the
special character of our school for your tamariki and those who come after.
At the end of each update, we will feature a Board member so you can get to know us
better. We also invite you to read the minutes of our meetings, which are available on the
school’s website. If you want more information or have any queries for the Board, please
email us.
Financial Position
This month we would like to draw your attention to our financial position, which
unfortunately is not favourable. To ensure the functioning of our kura during the pandemic
we have made some difficult decisions, which include overspending on staffing to weather
the storm. We know many of you are hurting financially as well.
Our current donations are sitting at only 40%, whereas in past years our donations have
been sitting at 70% for term 3. If you have yet to make your suggested donation, we would
urge you to prioritise this important financial support for the school.
Your donations help ensure we can fund all the beautiful things that create the magic of our
special character - whether that be eurythmy or woodworking teachers, festival materials,
high quality costumes for class and whole school plays, additional learning support
assistants. The Ministry of Education does not fund these through its operations grant. If
you have already given and you would like to give more to our kura, your gift will be
gratefully accepted.
To ensure we get ahead of our current deficit position, we will need all of our community
behind us. In the coming year, we will be working with a Special Advisor Finance
requested by the Board and assigned through the Ministry of Education to provide

guidance and recommendations to get back into a sustainable financial situation. Hand-inhand, we will overcome the setbacks we’ve faced through the pandemic and the long
shadow it has cast. Together, we can ensure our beautiful kura can provide a place for our
tamariki to flourish.

Elected Board Member and Presiding Member
Kia ora. My name is Mark Lewis. I’m a graduate of the school, completing
kindergarten on Springfield Road before being part of the first Class 1 at the
Opawa site in a prefab located on the current kindergarten site. My two
daughters, Cassien and Paige, joined the nursery and I loved the fact they got
to climb in the same tree as I did at a similar age. Cassien who is now in Class
8, and is really enjoying being part of the upper school, and Paige is in Class 6
and always looks forward to going to school.
I am currently the Head of People and Culture at Connetics (who provide
construction and maintenance services for overhead and underground lines to
power businesses and homes) and part of the senior leadership team
responsible for the overall strategic and operational management and
leadership. My career more recently has focused on effective governance,
strategic direction, leadership and management – with an emphasis on people
through health, wellbeing and transformative change.

My background, and most of my career, has been in adventure and physical
education with a focus on individual and team health, wellbeing and
development. I have a strong connection to the outdoors and enjoy any time I
can be in and on our moana and awa, or spending time in our maunga, whether
that be on foot, two wheels or skis.
As a member of the External Safety Advisory Committee for Outward Bound
Anikiwa, I provide advice and guidance to management and the Board on all
elements of the school's operations. I also stayed connected to the community
and sport as the President of the North Avon BMX Club, providing day-to-day
leadership, management and support for the club's executive, volunteers and
members.

Prime Ministers Vocational Excellence Award 2022: Myfanwy Jones (Recipient)
Each year, the Prime Minister’s Vocational Excellence Awards, which celebrate our future
creators, innovators, crafters, and tradespeople are awarded to students around the
country. We wish to celebrate the successful student nominated from Christchurch Rudolf
Steiner School this year, Myfanwy Jones who has worked towards several vocational
pathways, particularly in the service and creative industries. She scored highly on the

requirements for the award which included self determination and agency, participation in
new opportunities for growth and opportunity, as well as having a positive attitude and
good communication skills. Myfanwy was also nominated for strong self-management
skills, as she exhibits resilience and strong problem solving and decision-making skills.
She is rarely absent from school and has worked hard to gain Excellences in most of her
subjects. Her gift is art which is her future direction, and she plans to continue study in this
at a tertiary institute once she has finished school. Myfanwy has also gained voluntary
work experience in a wide range of service pathways including being a junior wildlife
keeper, a marae kitchen helper, and working in customer service. The school would like to
acknowledge and celebrate Myfanwy’s contributions to the school and her success in
receiving the Prime Ministers Vocational Excellence Award. The Award comes with a
personal letter and certificate from the Prime Minister, as well as a monetary award of
$2000.

Well done to our lovely Rosie who won rider of the day at RDA last week.
Congratulations Rosie!

The Drama department have been fortunate enough to purchase a set of
Commedia dell'Arte masks for use in the Upper School to support study of the
theatre form. Here is our tumuaki as Pulcinella character, which appropriately
(or inappropriately) is most often one of the 'servant' characters! We are
beyond excited about these!

Just a friendly reminder: no jandals/ flip flops or bare feet for students.
Covered footwear is always required for practical learning areas.
Kia ora!

Christchurch Schools' Music Festival
Ākonga from Classes 5, 6 and 7 will be taking part in this spectacular musical event
in November, giving them the experience of performing in the amazing Christchurch
Town Hall, and working with some of Christchurch's brightest musical stars. Three of
our talented young string players successfully auditioned for the prestigious
orchestra, and will be performing in the festival every night for a week (1st to 4th
November), after a rigorous programme of holiday and weekend rehearsals.
Cantabile Choir are currently working hard to learn eleven fabulous songs, and will
be joining them for the final night (4th November), as part of the massed choir. To get
tickets for this musical extravaganza, please see https://musicfestival.school.nz/

CLASS 4 CAMP AT LIVING SPRINGS

Athletics Day 2022 Results:
•

Kōwhai/Yellow won best dressed house

•

Kikorangi/Blue won most enthusiastic house

•

Whero/Red won the relay

4th place overall is Kōwhai/Yellow with 740 points
3rd place is Kikorangi/Blue with 756 points
2nd place is Kākāriki/Green with 850 points
1st is Whero/Red with 1100 points!

CLASS 7 PLAY: Alice In Wonderland

US SCHOOL FORMAL: ENCHANTED FOREST

For

this

term

we

have

'Little

Lunches'

who

provide

packed

lunches

every

Thursday. Simply process your order on their website by midnight Wednesday for lunch
the next day.
Order by clicking "order now" or "menu" on the Little Lunches website Select our school
from the drop down box & insert details including child's name & class.
For our older students and staff, next week their Buddha Bowls will be available for orders,
contact feedback@ch.steiner.school.nz if you are interested in ordering this option!

Please find updates and information about donations and
the stalls for the fair on our school website:
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/school-fair/

The mission of the Te Ara Sophia centre is to offer an environment to foster and
support all aspects of a creative approach to conscious parenting in the modern
times. This work and activity will be based on the spiritual science of human
development, health and education from the work of Rudolf Steiner.
We encourage you to use the services on offer at Te Ara Sophia thereby helping to
make this initiative viable and give this impulse a firm foundation for the future.

Weekly Classes now available:
Monday Yin Yoga with Sandrine - 6:00pm starting 31 October
Tuesday Yoga Class with Iben - 5.30pm
Wednesday Pilates Classes with Mary - 10am
Wednesday Movement Classes with Nicky - 5.30 - 6:45pm

Thursday Yoga Classes with Julia - 9:30am & 10:45am
Friday Qi Gong Class with Debby - 9am
Saturday Qi Gong Class with Ollie - 9am
STARTING THURSDAY, 27 Oct:
Thursday 9.30-10.30am - Yoga for Mothers with Julia Wilkinson

Te Ara Sophia is home to a variety of therapists and activities:
Anthroposophical Nursing Team
Shona Stronach - Rachel Parr - Jessie Davidson
Anthroposophical Massage, treatments and oilings
for children, teenagers, adults, post-covid treatments and more...

Arts therapy | Beauty therapy | Craft workshops
Intro to Anthroposophy | Occupational Therapy | Counselling
Naturopathy & Nutrition | Rata midwives | Sparkling Crystals
Playgroup
Read more here...

Drop in for a Cuppa with Michael Sargent and colleagues
A time for sharing, QUESTIONS ,CONVERSATION AND LEARNING around Child Health
and Development.
Michael is retired now but has a long and rich experience as an Anthroposophical Doctor in
General Practice.
Over many years he supported teachers and parents in Steiner schools throughout
Aotearoa with his valuable knowledge and understanding of the developing child.
9.30am at Te Ara Sophia
Thurs 3 Nov
Thurs 10 Nov
Thurs 17 Nov
Facilitator: Jessie Davidson, Shona Stronach

COMMUNITY NOTICES
WANTED to rent small house (2 bedroom is fine) for careful tenants with small child.
Pet friendly please. Excellent references available.
Please email Katrina ramekakatrina@gmail.com or tx 020-427-0778

LOOKING FOR ACCOMMODATION.
I am a teacher looking for accommodation. I would consider a variety of situations
such as a self contained unit or sleep-out. Ideally from around mid-January 2023,
however I am pretty flexible and could negotiate timing. I am quiet, friendly and
considerate. Get in touch if you think you have something that could work.
Mary 027 335 3885

Dear staff, students and parents of Christchurch Steiner school,
I am a Steiner educated English boy coming out to New Zealand for the first time to travel
and see your beautiful country. I am travelling with my friend Ollie Denning - we were at
Ringwood Waldorf school together and now are both 21. We are really keen to meet likeminded people and make new friends. When we first arrive on 21 November 2022 we
would love if it were at all possible to stay for a few days with any family happy to welcome
us. Naturally, we are more than ready to help out in some way if appropriate - garden work
or odd jobs - and we are a whizz at bike mechanics, both sharing a passion for downhill
and BMX! Our plan is to pick up downhill bikes that we have bought already, rent a camper
van, and head off to Queenstown within a week to start our adventure.
Do contact us if you would like to meet!
Best wishes, Horatio Foster
horatiof3@gmail.com 07496 909534

The Christchurch City council is providing an opportunity for the
community to give feedback on speeds around schools via their
website at:
https://ccc.govt.nz/the-council/haveyoursay/show/541

Dance Central is having an Open Day! All are welcome to experience what our school has
to offer at the beginning of Term 4. We are a boutique school that provides quality training
in Ballet, Jazz and Contemporary in a nurturing, positive environment. For dancers who
just want to have fun and those who wish to take their dancing to the highest levels, get in
touch today! https://www.dancecentral.org.nz/book-trial-class
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