Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School Trust

Kindergarten Contribution & Kindergarten Fees Update for 2025

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

18 December 2024

This letter is to inform you of the compulsory Kindergarten Fee rates for 2025, which apply to the under 3 year olds
and any hours attended over the 20 hours ECE per week, especially for the 5 year olds. There is also a new specified
Kindergarten Contribution rate or donation being asked for the 3, 4, and 6 year olds for the 2025 year. The children
will move onto the school roll when they turn 6 as legally required. We have decided to continue with the consistent
rate each year for the 3 to 6yr olds to help even out the amount that is asked for each year, as all children are
receiving the same quality service. It depends on the age of the child what the fees and donation mix is to retain the

same overall rate. Please see the chart below for an explanation.

Fees and Donation Requests for 2025

Age Minimum Fees Donation Annual Fees
Hours Requests Amount for
per based on holiday
Week minimum hours
attendance
2 yr olds 12 hrs $9.35 All $4,488 $9.35
(ECE Roll) per hr donations per hr
gratefully
received
3 yrolds 12 hrs $9.35 $3,221 53,221 $9.35
(ECE Roll) per hr Additional for every
for every hrs over hr over
hr over 20 ECE hrs 20 ECE hrs
20 ECE hrs $9.35 per hr
4 yr olds 20 hrs $9.35 $3,221 $3,221 $9.35
(ECE Roll) per hr Additional for every
for every hrs over hr over
hr over 20 ECE hrs 20 ECE hrs
20 ECE hrs $9.35 per hr
5 yr olds 30 hrs $3,221 All $3,221 $9.35
(ECE Roll) for the 10 hrs donations for every
over 20 ECE gratefully hr over
hrs received 20 ECE hrs
6 yr olds 30 hrs $1,150 $2,071 $3,221 N/A
(School Roll) Attendance Steiner
Dues Kindergarten
Education
Contribution
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Donation request (*)

This is a charitable donation for which you will be issued a tax receipt in March. This can be used to claim a 33% tax
credit on the amount you pay. Payment of the fees and donation are essential for us to maintain our high-quality
special character service. Under tax law we cannot specify what a donation is used for otherwise it is regarded as a
fee and would not have the tax rebate of 33%.

Fees and donations information

Please note that we have continued to ask the same amount for the 3 to 6 year olds of $3,221 per year.

There is a different mix of fees and donation requests for each age group that makes up this total.

There is a 10% increase in the hourly fee rate and donation to help cover our main expense of salaries which we
are paying at what the Ministry of Education calls the full pay parity rate.

The 2 & 5 year olds are not being asked for a specified donation, but any donation will be gratefully received.
The 5 year olds will continue to remain on the ECE roll to enable more Ministry of Education funding to be
accessed.

The 6 year olds on the school roll can only be charged Attendance Dues as a fee so are being asked for a higher
donation rate to help offset the Syear old reduced rate. They are both receiving the same service which
includes a higher ratio of teachers than they would get in a school.

If your child is in Walnut Nursery they are required to attend a minimum of 12 hours, whether they are 2,3 or 4
years old.

When your child starts in Kindergarten they are required to attend a minimum of 20 hours, whether they are 3
or 4 years old.

5 and 6 year olds are required to attend 30 hrs per week

The minimum hours for all age groups are essential for having a stable budget and consistence teachers.

Fees are legally required to be paid.

Holiday hours

The Kindergarten will be open for ECE (Early Childhood Education) enrolled children only for the 7 weeks of specified
school holidays, these are the two weeks at the end of Terms 1,2, & 3 and one week at the end of Term 4. Children
can attend their normal days and times and families will be invoiced separately as needed for any attendance during
those weeks. The hourly rate is a flat rate of $9.35 per hour for all ages who attend over the 20 ECE hours.

The kindergarten is organised differently in the holidays. It is based in the Walnut Nursery with a mix of children and
teachers coming together from across all five Kindergarten rooms.

Trust Responsibilities

The Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School Trust is an incorporated entity and is registered with the Charities
Commission. It is the legal body responsible for: -

The Governance of the Kindergarten

The land and buildings of the Kindergarten and School and their development.

The Schools Special Character Integration Agreement with the Ministry of Education
Supporting the maintenance and preservation of the Special Character

Governance of Te Ara Sophia



Acknowledgement

We would like to thank the Kindergarten community for your ongoing commitment and support and appreciate your
financial assistance. This allows all aspects, especially the staffing and Special Character, to be maintained and
developed for the benefit of all our tamariki and whanau. This is especially important as the Trust is focused on
supporting Steiner/ Waldorf education and the teachers who deliver it, as they are the foundation of our
Kindergarten and School.

Payments

We encourage you to change your automatic payment in time for the start of the 2025 year to allow us to continue
our current activity, and plan for further development in the Kindergarten and School. Paying the donation or koha is
a choice and any sum will be very gratefully received, including more than the suggested amount. This will truly

enhance the care and education of our tamariki and the mana of our kindergarten and school.

Yours sincerely,

2 eF 2

Alan Cummins
Chairman
Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School Trust



