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Kia ora e te whānau o Te Kura o Rudolf Steiner i Ōtautahi (Hello to all members
of the wider Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School family)!

As the rhythm of the term settles and the school finds its flow, I would like to
pause and share a few reflections and updates from across our kura. It has
been a busy and positive start to the year, with many moments that remind us
of the strength of our community and the growth of our tamariki.

Attendance – Working Together to Support Learning

Earlier this week, families received an email outlining important information
about school attendance. I encourage everyone to take a few moments to read
this carefully if you have not already done so.

Regular attendance is one of the foundations that allows children to feel secure
in the rhythm of school life. When students are present consistently, they are
better able to engage deeply in learning, maintain social connections, and
experience the continuity that supports both wellbeing and progress.

As shared in the email, there is a stronger national focus on attendance
expectations, and schools are required to ensure clear and consistent
processes. At the same time, we recognise that there are valid reasons for
absence, including illness and medical appointments, and these continue to be

https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=8220211de51a439b0609ab10f&id=0e32ba04f2


supported. Our intention is not simply compliance, but partnership —where we
work together to create strong habits and routines that help every child thrive.

Lower School Swimming Sports

I would like to warmly congratulate our Lower School students for the spirit
they brought to Thursday’s Swimming Sports. The day was filled with courage,
enthusiasm, and encouragement, and it was wonderful to see students
challenging themselves while also cheering on their classmates.

These occasions reflect something deeply important in our approach to
education — the development of confidence, resilience, and joy in movement,
alongside a strong sense of belonging. Thank you to the staff who prepared
and guided the day so thoughtfully, and to the parents and whānau who came
along to support. Your presence helps create the atmosphere that makes these
events so special.

Governance Meeting and Standardised Testing Results

Thank you also to the parents who attended last week’s Governance meeting.
Your engagement and interest in the life of the school are greatly valued, and
open dialogue is an important part of building trust and shared understanding
within our community.

One of the key areas discussed in depth was a report on the standardised
testing undertaken in 2025 with our Class 4–10 students. While these
assessments are only one lens through which we view student learning,
alongside teacher insight, classroom observation, and the broader
developmental picture of each child, they provide useful information that helps
us reflect on our teaching and identify patterns across the school.

Highlights of this report include:

•    Strong literacy development. Reading results across Classes 4–9 were
very encouraging, with many students achieving above national expectations.
These outcomes reflect the steady development of literacy skills through rich
language experiences, storytelling, and deep engagement with texts.

•       A positive culture of reading. Class 4 students showed particularly
strong results in the STAR Reading assessment, performing well above national
averages. This highlights the strength of the reading foundations being built in
the Lower School.

•       Steady progress in mathematics. Mathematics results showed solid
achievement across the classes, with many students working at or above
expected levels. In several year groups, results were above national averages,
and only a very small number of students were below expectations.

•       Listening and understanding as key strengths. Listening
Comprehension results were another area of success, especially in Classes 5–7,
where students demonstrated strong ability to listen, process, and respond
thoughtfully — skills that are essential for deep learning and classroom
collaboration.

These results help us recognise areas of strength and growth, while also
guiding our next steps as we continue to refine teaching and learning across
the school. Most importantly, they support our shared aim of meeting each
child where they are developmentally and helping them move forward with
confidence.

Thank you for the care and support you continue to bring to our school



community. It is through the partnership between home and school that our
tamariki are best able to flourish.

Ngā mihi nui,
Paul Kennedy
Principal

WĀTAKA  |  SCHOOL CALENDAR

Term 1:
10 - 13 March:             Class 10 Survey Camp
18 - 20 March:             Class 6 Camp
19 March:                    Upper School Open Day
26 March:                    Harvest Festival
Thurs 2 April:              Last Day of Term 1

Term 2:
Mon 20 April:              Start of Term 2
Fri 3 July:                    Last Day of Term 2

Introducing Kindo- our online school shop that is open 24/7 for orders & payments!

We are simplifying student transactions at our school with the help of Kindo. It offers
convenient payment options online for fees or donations, fundraisers, permission forms,
registrations and more. Use one family account to manage multiple students.

Our Kindo shop makes it easy for you to: make full or part payments, register for school
sports, support fundraisers, purchase event tickets and order lunch.

New to Kindo?

Kindo is easy to set up and use. Just go to our school website: Kindo Shop – Christchurch Rudolf
Steiner School

1. Download the app
2. Enter in the email address the school has on file for you
3. Add in your details as account holder, and your students’ details as members to the

account.

https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/kindo-shop/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/kindo-shop/


Already a Kindo user?

If you have used 'Kindo' or 'Ezlunch' at another school you can log in to your existing
account and update your details.

1. Log in to myKindo.co.nz.
2. Select the 'My Details' page and add a new student to your account or edit an

existing students' details.
3. A student can belong to two or more schools or organisations. Just select 'add

membership' to the student and select our school from the dropdown list.

Have Questions? 

Visit support.mykindo.co.nz and search key words, email  hello@mykindo.co.nz or phone
(09) 869 5200 or 0508 454 636 for assistance - Available 8am-4pm on school days.

PIANIST urgently needed to accompany the Eurythmy Lessons in 2026
(At least Grade 5 is required)

Hours: 8 p/w (can be less)
Times: Mornings between 9.30am and 12.50pm

Payment of $30 p/h can be offered

Please get in touch if you have interest or time, with Simone Hamblett 021-
820-182 or simoneh@ch.steiner.school.nz

Homestay Advert for Newsletter
 

As our school seeks to host international high school students in 2026 and

beyond, we are on the lookout for Homestay families to host them whilst they

are here. To be a homestay family, here is a list of what you need (or be willing

to obtain):

Spare room(s) inside the house for the student with a desk and basic

amenities

Current Police Vets with the school for everyone who is over 18 and is

staying on the property regularly (at least more than once a month).

Ability to have an interview and house inspection conducted by the

School’s International Director by the end of March.

Understanding of the Steiner philosophy. You can learn more about that

on our About page via our school website

If you are interested and think you have what it takes or seeking more

https://support.mykindo.co.nz/portal/en/kb/helpcentre
mailto:hello@mykindo.co.nz
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/About%20Our%20School%20%E2%80%93%20Christchurch%20Rudolf%20Steiner%20School


information, please contact our international student director Richard Kenny at

richardk@ch.steiner.school.nz or 022 071 4421 during school days.

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
The following businesses are advertised as part of the school’s wider community. The school in no way
endorses or recommends these businesses, and makes no assessment of their quality or ability to provide
the services advertised. Members of the school community are advised to make their own assessments
before using any of the services advertised.

The mission of the Te Ara Sophia centre is to offer an environment to foster and
support all aspects of a creative approach to conscious parenting in the modern
times.  This work and activity will be based on  the spiritual science of human
development, health and education from the work of Rudolf Steiner.
 
We encourage you to use the services on offer at Te Ara Sophia thereby helping to
make this initiative viable and give this impulse a firm foundation for the future. 

Weekly Classes now available:
Wednesday Embodiment Classes with Jane - 6pm

Friday Qi Gong Class with Debby - 9am
Saturday Qi Gong Class with Ollie - 9am

 
Te Ara Sophia is home to a variety of therapists and activities:

 
Anthroposophical Nursing Team 

Rachel Parr - Jessie Davidson
Anthroposophical Massage, treatments and oilings

for children, teenagers, adults, post-covid treatments and more...
 

Acupuncture  |  Arts therapy  |  Beauty therapy  |  Craft workshops
Counselling  |  Intro to Anthroposophy  |  Occupational Therapy  | 

Naturopathy & Nutrition  |  Rata midwives |  Sparkling Crystals Playgroup  
Read more here...

mailto:richardk@ch.steiner.school.nz
http://movebeyondwords.com/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/qigong/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/qigong/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/rachel-parr/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/jessie-davidson/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/community/te-ara-sophia-centre/


Art for Life warmly welcomes adults with a range of special needs to explore
their creativity through painting and drawing. Held in the relaxed, safe, and
friendly atmosphere of Te Ara Sophia, our classes provide a space where
individuals can enjoy self-expression in a way that feels natural and fulfilling.
Whether you're looking for a creative outlet or a place to feel supported and
connected, we invite you to join our caring and inclusive community.

We are open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and run two sessions
per day. 9.30 – 11.50 and 1 – 3.15.

Please get in touch!
Tracy Hay
027-570-7050
Email: tutor@artforlife.org.nz
https://www.artforlife.org.nz/

Hello, we are two Class 12 students looking for babysitting work, we can look after
your child after school onsite if you can't get to 3 o'clock pick up, or we can walk your
child home if you live close. We are also available for weekend and school holiday
work.

Both of us have had extensive babysitting experience and have our first aid
certificates and are both 18 years old.
Please contact us:

Lilly: 027-243-8258
Ruby Tuesday: 027-304-6020 

https://www.artforlife.org.nz/




We are looking to rent our house on  Austin Street  from  17.06.2026 to

07.08.2026, or for part of this period while we are overseas.

It is a 6‑year‑old, 3‑bedroom house, single garage, small garden, pets potentially.
Rent to be agreed.

For more information, please contact Daniel on 022 674 4649.







PIANO LESSONS
Hi my name is Aimée. I am a parent at the school and a piano
teacher with over 20 years experience. I am currently taking on new
students. My studio is in Cashmere.

Please contact me on 021 136 2865 or aimeeaiken@gmail.com

mailto:aimeeaiken@gmail.com




Celebrate International Women’s Day by joining our Women & Girls "Have A
Go" event in Canterbury.

📅 Saturday 7th March 2026 
⏰ 10:00am – 1:00pm
📍96 Coonoor Road, Timaru 7910

📅 Sunday 8th March 2026 
⏰ 10:00am – 4:30pm
📍 Table Tennis Canterbury, 294 Blenheim Road, Upper Riccarton,
Christchurch 8041

This free event is part of a nationwide TTNZ initiative encouraging women
and girls of all ages and abilities to try table tennis in a fun, welcoming
environment. No experience is needed and all equipment is provided.
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