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Kia ora e te whanau o Te Kura o Rudolf Steiner i Otautahi (Hello to all members of
the wider Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School family)!

This is the last newsletter for Term 2, and I wish you and your whanau a safe and
relaxing up-coming holiday break.

Principal's Sabbatical — Term 3
I would like to let our school community know that I will be on sabbatical for Term 3
this year.

The Ministry of Education provides opportunities for principals to undertake sabbatical
leave in order to explore areas of educational practice that will benefit their schools
and the wider education sector. I have been fortunate to be granted a sabbatical to
undertake research into change leadership in schools, with a particular focus on how
schools successfully navigate periods of significant change while maintaining a strong
sense of community, wellbeing, and educational quality.

While I am looking forward to this opportunity for professional learning and
reflection, I am equally confident that the school will be in very capable hands during
my absence.

Alicia Poroa will take on the role of Acting Principal for the term. Alicia has been an


https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=8220211de51a439b0609ab10f&id=a87df3092d

integral part of the school's leadership team and brings a deep understanding of our
school, our special character, and our community.

To support Alicia in this role, Mike Rea will serve as Acting Deputy Principal (Lower
School) for Term 3. Importantly, Mike will continue to teach the Main Lesson in Class
5, ensuring continuity and stability for students during this time.

We are currently in the process of appointing a teacher to work with Class 5 for the
remainder of the school day while Mike undertakes his additional leadership
responsibilities. We will communicate directly with Class 5 families once these
arrangements have been finalised.

I am grateful for the opportunity to undertake this sabbatical and look forward to
returning in Term 4 with new insights and ideas that will support the continued
growth and development of our school until my permanent departure in July next
year.

Supporting Our School Community Through Your Contributions

As we move through the school year, we would like to take the opportunity to thank
the many families who have already paid their School Donation, Attendance Dues,
and Special Character Donation. Your support makes a significant difference to the
quality of education and experiences we can provide for our students.

From time to time, there can be some confusion about the different contributions
families are asked to make and how these funds are used. We hope the following
explanation is helpful;

1. School Donation

The School Donation is paid directly to the school and supports the day-to-day
operation of the kura. These funds help us provide resources, learning materials,
classroom equipment, grounds maintenance, student support programmes, and
many of the services that contribute to a positive learning environment for all
students.

While this donation is voluntary, it is an important source of funding. Government
funding covers only part of the actual cost of running a school, and donations help
bridge that gap. Every dollar contributed directly supports the education and
wellbeing of our students.

2. Attendance Dues

Attendance Dues are paid to the Proprietors Trust and are compulsory for all families
attending an integrated school. These funds are used for the maintenance,
improvement, and development of the school property and facilities. Attendance
Dues ensure that our buildings, grounds, and learning spaces remain safe, functional,
and fit for purpose for current and future generations of students.

3. Special Character Donation

The Special Character Donation is also paid to the Proprietors Trust. While voluntary,
it plays a vital role in sustaining the unique Steiner/Waldorf education that makes our
school distinctive.

These funds support many aspects of our special character programme, including:

Eurythmy

Handcrafts and practical arts

Music and drama programmes

Outdoor classroom experiences

Some Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC) opportunities

Professional development for staff in Steiner education

Other initiatives that enrich and strengthen our special character curriculum

These programmes are not fully funded through government grants and rely heavily
on the support of our school community.



Why_Your Support Matters

Although only Attendance Dues are compulsory, both the School Donation and the
Special Character Donation are essential to the financial sustainability of our school.
They enable us to provide the breadth, depth, and quality of education that our
community values and expects.

In particular, the School Donation provides critical support for the everyday operation
of the school and directly impacts the learning experience of every student. Without
the generosity of our families, it becomes increasingly difficult to maintain the
programmes, resources, and opportunities that help our students thrive.

If you have not yet paid your contributions for the year, we encourage you to do so
as soon as possible. Every contribution, regardless of size, helps strengthen our
school and supports the educational journey of all our students.

Thank you for your continued support of our school and our special character.

Governance Meetings
Thank you to all those who attended our Governance meeting last week.

Please note, the meeting dates for the remainder of the year are:

30 July

27 August

22 October
19 November

All meetings will be at 6:30pm in the Handcraft Room.
I look forward to my return to the school in term 4!
Nga mihi nui,

Paul Kennedy
Principal

WATAKA | SCHOOL CALENDAR

Term 2:
Sun 28 June: School Garden Working Bee (2-4pm)
Fri 3 July: Last Day of Term 2

Term 3:

Mon 20 July: First Day of Term 3

Fri 24 July: Matariki celebration (2:30pm)

Wed 5 August: Term 3 Parent Education series starts (7.30pm)
Wed 5 August: Kindo info session for parents (6.30pm)

HOMESTAY FAMILIES WANTED




Christchurch Rudolf Steiner is set to host a large group of international high
school students in 2027 and we are on the lookout for Homestay families to host
them whilst they are here. To be a homestay family, you'll need the following or
a willingness to obtain them:

- 1-4 Spare room(s) inside the house for the student(s)

. Current Police Vets with the school for everyone who is over 18 and is
staying on the property regularly (at least more than once a month).

. Ability to have an interview and house inspection conducted by the
School's International Director by July 31st.

« Understanding of the Steiner philosophy. You can learn more about that
on our website: https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/about-our-school/

At present, we are ideally looking for host families willing to host male students
as we have at least 3 set to join us at the start of 2027.

If you are interested and think you have what it takes or seeking more
information, please contact our international student director Richard Kenny at
richardk@ch.steiner.school.nz or 022 071 4421 during school hours.



https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/about-our-school/
mailto:richardk@ch.steiner.school.nz

Class 4 recently enjoyed a perfect winters day exploring some of Christchurch’s local history and
landmarks. We travelled by bus to Lyttelton to have morning tea in Albion Square. We then
stopped briefly to look at Grubb Cottage, before tackling the Bridle Path itself. The first 20 minutes
are pretty steep and punishing, but no match for these mountain goats. We made it up to the
summit in record time for a rest and some lunch. We then had a go at recognizing local
landmarks, all the way up to the Kaikoura ranges and imagined what the early settlers must have
thought with their first view over the plains.

From there, we continued our journey down into Heathcote Valley before catching the bus back to
school. The students were outstanding throughout the day, showing enthusiasm, resilience, and
excellent behaviour. In fact, they walked so efficiently that we returned to school an hour earlier
than expected!

As well as enjoying a great outdoor adventure, it was a wonderful day of learning, exercise, and
exploration. They should all be very proud of their achievement!

On a cold and low-lit Winter's morning, Class Seven gathered for a storytelling
offering; in a sheltered, unhurried space. To honour Winter Solstice and the inward



gesture of nature's spiral, they arrived carrying treasured blankets and comforting
items from home such as favourite cushions; the offering was a simple and deliberate
one: to embrace the art of storytelling, and to remember that a story told or heard
from a place of warmth and comfort can reach somewhere very deep.

Each child was invited to share in their own way: an oral retelling of a favourite
childhood picture book or a short story from their own author's voice. What unfolded
was unhurried and tender. Some children spoke with quiet confidence; others found
courage in the warmth of the class whanau. The room held a kind of stillness; the
stillness of listening, of being received, of discovering that one's own words have
strength and beauty.

In Steiner pedagogy, the gesture of narrative and verse hold profound significance,
and the emphasis on oral language remains central to many areas of learning. Stories
are brought in a variety of forms (prose, poetry, drama) with the understanding that
storytelling can be a tool for healing and for helping children find their way through
life's challenges.

For our Class Seven children sitting at the threshold between childhood and early
adolescence, the invitation to return to a beloved place, a cherished picture book or
creating space to author their own story, is a turning inward to honour the ground
beneath their feet before their stepping into the next chapter of their journey.

Nga mihi nui,
Nicole Greaves
Class 7 Teacher, 2026




Astronomy Camp

Last week Class 12 went to Lake Tekapo for Astronomy Camp. We went to UC's Mt John
Observatory, learning about how their technology tracks near-Earth asteroids. We even got
the opportunity to use the MclLellan telescope one night, which was very interesting. In our
main lesson, we learned about the significance of stars in Maori culture for navigation, and
Matariki marking the new year.

We learned more about this through the dark sky crater experience. Our guide pointed out
the Scorpius constellation, Southern Cross, and our four brightest stars. We learned about
the Aboriginal Australian constellation the 'Emu’ in the sky, formed by dark dust lanes in the
Milky Way. We walked some of the Hooker Valley track, which had some great views of
Aoraki. After the walk, we had some fun Snow Tubing, Ice Skating and relaxing in the Hot
Pools. It was a great experience for the class, and we had a great time fogether!

Huia Sinclair-Parker, Class 12
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Although it has been unusual to be so warm and dry throughout
May and June, sunny days are always welcomed in the Outdoor
Classroom.
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Manawatia a Matariki e te whanau o te kura o Rudolf Steiner . -

Kia ora e te whanau,

We are excited to share that our Matariki celebrations will take place in the first week of Term 3.
This timing is special because Matariki — the Maori New Year — is guided by the rising of the
Matariki star cluster in the winter sky, which happens in mid-winter. It is a time to reflect on the
year that has passed, celebrate the present, and look forward to the future together.

Matariki is a moment for whakawhanaungatanga (connection), whakamahara (remembrance),



and whakanuia (celebration). By holding our festivities at the start of Term 3, we can come
together as a school community after the winter break, honouring this important cultural event in
a way that is meaningful and inclusive for all.

Our celebration will include storytelling, waiata, shared kai, and activities that connect us to the
values of Matariki — remembering those who have passed, giving thanks for the harvest, and
setting intentions for the year ahead.

We warmly invite all whanau to join us on in marking this beautiful time of renewal and unity.

The event will be held on the Friday 24th of July at 2:30pm followed by some afternoon
refreshments.

Our Matariki remembrance table will be set up in the atrium from early next week.

Manawatia a Matariki!

TIMBER DONATION
WANTED

FOR THEA$EATING
THE OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM &
THE GARDENING

CLASS

Some of our recyled timber geats have
become too old and cracking.
If you have any untreated, long and thick
* timber that could be suitable for students to
git on, and if you are happy to give it away,
we would love to hear from you!

PLEASE CONTACT:
NAOMI ISHIHARA (THE OUTDOOR CLASSROOM TEACHER)

naomii@ch.steiner school.nz




Garden Working Bee

We need you! | .
Please help us build the
Hugelkultur, prune fruit
trees, and weed the
garden beds!

garden.helpers.crss@gmail.com

- Exciting news for our Steiner community!

I'm exploring the possibility of setting up an OSCAR (Out of School Care and Recreation)
programme right here at Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School — one that genuinely reflects
our Waldorf values.

Before this can happen, I need to know whether there's enough interest from families — and
your voice is what makes it real.

¢ https://forms.gle/iTNk4YgfxfDgh1vN9

It takes about 5 minutes and covers days, hours, costs, food, and what you'd love to see
included. There's also a question about the Child Care Subsidy (CCS) — I'm looking into
certification so that support is available for families who need it.


https://forms.gle/iTNk4YqfxfDqh1vN9

Please share this link with anyone in our school community who might be interested — the
more responses we get, the stronger the case for making this happen next term. J,

#ChristchurchRudolfSteiner #Waldorf #0OSCAR #AfterSchoolCare

Katherine Bauer
Class Teacher

Term 3 Parent Education series:

Exploring and understanding the Special Character of a Steiner School

Join us for a six-part parent education series exploring different aspects of Steiner
education and what makes us unique.

Featuring experienced presenters from our wider community: Noel Dallow, an
internationally experienced Waldorf teacher, and Hans and Ineke van Florenstein
Mulder, both cofounders of the first Waldorf/Rudolf Steiner Upper school in 1976 in
Hastings. Hans was the life science and horticulture teacher while Ineke taught history
and foreign languages. Both were also tutors at the Taruna one year diploma course
in Waldorf education. From 2000 until 2021 they were active in helping establishing
new Waldorf schools in many countries in Asia.

Keep an eye on Kindo for session details, registration information and both single
session and bundle booking options. We look forward to sharing this journey with you!

Presented by the Proprietor Trust
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Buy your own limited edition copy of "The First Fifty Years- Extraordinary". Celebrating the
first fifty years of Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School.



https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/community-
shop/Christchurch%?20Rudolf%?20Steiner%20School

Avoid delivery costs and collect from the School Office or Rachel at Te Ara Sophia, 275 Fifield
Terrace. Feel free to get in touch if you'd like to have a look through a copy first — it is full
of wonderful stories and photographs from across the school's history.

Contact: rachelc@ch.steiner.school.nz

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

The following businesses are advertised as part of the school’s wider community. The school in no way

endorses or recommends these businesses, and makes no assessment of their quality or ability to provide
the services advertised. Members of the school community are advised to make their own assessments
before using any of the services advertised.

Y
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Te Ara Sophia

The mission of the Te Ara Sophia centre is to offer an environment to foster and
support all aspects of a creative approach to conscious parenting in the modern
times. This work and activity will be based on the spiritual science of human
development, health and education from the work of Rudolf Steiner.

We encourage you to use the services on offer at Te Ara Sophia thereby helping to
make this initiative viable and give this impulse a firm foundation for the future.

Weekly Classes now available:
Wednesday Embodiment Classes with - 6pm
Friday Class with Debby - 9am
Saturday Class with Ollie - 9am

Te Ara Sophia is home to a variety of therapists and activities:

Anthroposophical Nursing Team

Anthroposophical Massage, treatments and oilings
for children, teenagers, adults, post-covid treatments and more...

Acupuncture | Arts therapy | Beauty therapy | Craft workshops
Counselling | Intro to Anthroposophy | Occupational Therapy |



https://us.list-manage.com/lArbDXKcAuv?e=a5b8741491&c2id=e64326728493ab297363cfb2ff59a3d3
https://us.list-manage.com/lArbDXKcAuv?e=a5b8741491&c2id=e64326728493ab297363cfb2ff59a3d3
http://movebeyondwords.com/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/qigong/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/qigong/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/rachel-parr/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/jessie-davidson/

Naturopathy & Nutrition | Rata midwives | Sparkling Crystals Playgroup

Art for Life warmly welcomes adults with a range of special needs to explore
their creativity through painting and drawing. Held in the relaxed, safe, and
friendly atmosphere of Te Ara Sophia, our classes provide a space where
individuals can enjoy self-expression in a way that feels natural and fulfilling.
Whether you're looking for a creative outlet or a place to feel supported and
connected, we invite you to join our caring and inclusive community.

We are open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and run two sessions
per day. 9.30 - 11.50 and 1 - 3.15.

Please get in touch!

Tracy Hay

027-570-7050

Email: tutor@artforlife.org.nz
https://www.artforlife.org.nz/

Professional housesitter available from 4th July 2026

Lots of experience, super care for your pets and for your house,
excellent references

Please get in touch with Heidi, ph: 0284298072

Massage and body/sound work *well vita ra* in a tapestry woven from the
archetypal world of sound and movement, in reference to ancient healing
traditions of the Waitaha Ancestors and to the principles of Eurythmy as given
by R. Steiner.

Individual sessions and small groups, adults and also children available in
your own home! KOHA

Please arrange a time with Heidi, ph: 0284298072

Opawa Rd House for Sale. Three bedroom sunny brick home. 835 square

metres. large garden and fruit trees. Outside studio. Back section.



https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/community/te-ara-sophia-centre/
https://www.artforlife.org.nz/

Immediate sale.

Call Shelley 021 915 891

| have a 3 bdrm very sunny and charming house on a rear full sized section
available for rent in Ombersley Terrace. It is $630 p.w. and available this month.

For further info please phone the Property Manager:
Nicola Matthews 027 293 1575.

,‘“. “ - i '/"\' | ‘I )
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Day: Tuesdays: 28 Jul, 4, 11, 18, 25 Aug, 1, 8, 15 Sep
Time: 8 am - 8:50 am School Library

Start date: Tuesday 28™ July (for 8 sessions)

Cost: $96 for the 8 week course

More info/ rachelc@ch.steiner.school.nz

book place: 0220911270




ST MARTINS SCOUTS
BOOK SALE

Raising funds for local scouts to attend Jamboree.

Saturday 11th July Yam-4pm
297 Centaurus Rd

Book donations are gratefully
accepted - drop off at St Martins
School office or from the 29th of
June at scout den (297 Centaurus

Rd) (no bibles please).

CASH ONLY




FIND MY TRIBE

Find My Tribe are social groups for Tamariki identifying as Neurodivergent.

Providing the opportunity of connection based around a shared interest.
Low demand, high acceptance.

FMT Social Club

Term 3 Sessions:

Tuesdays 3:30pm to 4:30pm - runs for 8 wesks
Booking essential

All Saints Church, 305 New Brighton Road

July 28th - September 15th

What activities do we do:

# Tinkering - taking apart e-waste ready to
be recycled

® Huge selection of board & Card Games

# General indoor and outdoor games & toys

o A different arts & craft opportunity each
week

FAQS

Mo age limits

You can stay and play or drop off and leave
We run the group for 8 weeks each term
Starting in week 2 of each term

We provide a small snack of popcorn

Carer support days are accepted as payment

Contact Hannah for booking and fees
Ph: 021 171 8849

Email: findmytribenz@gmail.com

www._findmytribe.nz

Bouldering is a fantastic activity for children. It builds:

* Physical strength, coordination, and body awareness

» Confidence and resilience - every problem solved is a genuine achievement
* Problem-solving and focus - kids learn to read a route and think creatively

« Social skills in a supportive and non-competitive environment

* A love of movement that carries well beyond the bouldering gym

2026 Term 3 dates:

Mondays 4:00pm-5:00pm

Wednesdays 4:30pm-5:30pm

Saturdays 10:30am-11:30am for 9-12 year olds, starting 20th July.

Tuesdays 4:00pm-5:00pm, Saturdays 9-10am for 5-8 year olds, starting 21st July.
Mondays 5:30pm-7:30pm



Wednesdays 5pm-6:30pm
Saturdays 12pm-1:30pm for 13-17 year olds, starting 20th July.

All classes run for 10 weeks.

No experience is needed - our experienced coaches welcome complete beginners and
work at every child's own pace in a safe, purpose-built environment. We keep the prices as
affordable as possible with options for non-members and members available.

We also run holiday programmes during the school holidays.

Full details on all classes, including days, times, and how to book can be found at:
www.boulderco.co.nz/locations/christchurch/classes-chch/kids-youth-classes/

;
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Hi Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School community! I'm Flynn, and some of you might remember
me from my time at school—or as the Wicked Witch in the 2025 school production. Thankfully, the
green face paint has been retired!

I've recently started my career in real estate with Harcourts City, where I'm lucky to be working
alongside and learning from some of the best agents in the country. If you're ever curious about
what's happening in the Christchurch property market, want to know what your home might be
worth, or just have a property question, I'm always happy to help with honest advice, local market
updates, and complimentary appraisals.

Flynn Greaves
., 022 066 9718
Flynn.greaves@harcourts.co.nz

Fabulous Holiday opportunity in the beautiful Coffs Harbour resort:

7 nights, Saturday 12th September to Saturday 19th September 2026.

The resort is in a lovely tropical garden setting, close to the sea and a safe harbour, close to
beaches and with lots of entertainment. It would be great for families as well as adults. The resort
has tennis and squash courts, mini golf, bowls, canoes, a large adventure pool (heated in winter),
indoor and outdoor spas, a sauna, gym, children's playground, family lounge and games room, an
adult lounge, billiard room, a cocktail bar and BBQ cabanas.

The accommodation has two bedrooms and can sleep 6. It is fully self-contained with a full kitchen
and laundry, + parking.

Happy to accept $1200 ono. | would really love someone to enjoy a great holiday there, as i am not
able to.


http://www.boulderco.co.nz/locations/christchurch/classes-chch/kids-youth-classes/
mailto:Flynn.greaves@harcourts.co.nz

Please see the website for resort details:
https://www.classicholidays.com.au/resort/boambee-bay-resort

If you are interested and would like to know more about the opportunity, email me
directly: lifeoflucyr@gmail.com
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