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Tēnā tātou, Malo a Leilei, Talofa Lava, Guten Tag,
Warm greetings to our beloved Christchurch Rudolf Steiner community.

Last night, I had the wonderful honour of representing our school as Acting Tumuaki
during the Board of Trustees meeting. This gathering marked an important transition
for us as we move beyond statutory intervention and into the exciting phase of our
BOT elections. Together, we focused on our Special Character statements, deepening
our understanding, awareness, and kawa—the ways we govern our school to nourish
our unique identity.

Alan Cummins, the chairperson of our proprietor’s trust, shared the inspiring journey
of our school's history—from Rudolf Steiner's visionary insights, akin to the Matakite
in Te Ao Māori, to the flourishing state-integrated special character school we are
proud to call home today. This pivotal moment is the beginning of weaving together
the contributions of our three key groups, who will unite to uphold and nurture the
vibrant spirit of our Waldorf/Steiner school community.  

I encourage you to explore a paper Alan referred to during his talk: Core Principles of
Waldorf Education, which you can find on our website.

https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=8220211de51a439b0609ab10f&id=023b7cb274
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Core-principles-of-Waldorf-Education.pdf
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Core-principles-of-Waldorf-Education.pdf


The proprietor’s trust is hosting a series of special character talks, with the schedule
included later in this newsletter. I highly recommend attending the Eurythmy classes,
where the enchanting teachings of Simone in social eurythmy have brought joy and
beauty to our college of teachers. Additionally, the Kindo information evening will
provide insights into how this technology can enhance our special character, allowing
fluid access to workshops and a convenient payment method.

As we approach the end of Term 2 and the start of Term 3, our community has come
together through the Spiral Festival and Matariki celebrations. These gatherings
allowed us to reflect, renew, and connect, honouring both our Steiner traditions and
the bicultural foundations of Aotearoa New Zealand. They continue to strengthen our
shared sense of belonging and purpose.

During our Matariki celebrations, our Class 12 and Class 7 rangatahi taught our lower
school students the art of weaving whetū (stars) using paper and harakeke. Our
Class 10 rangatahi delved into the tikanga of gathering and preparing harakeke for
the entire school, thanks to Janice's sharing of knowledge about the whānau o
harakeke. A heartfelt mihi aroha to Janice, Jen for their inspiration and mātauranga
of raranga (weaving), to Jane Lush for her magical coordination of the festival, and to
all our Tamariki (children) who participated.

I am thrilled to welcome three new staff members whose experience and passion will
enrich our school community:

Leo Thompson joined us at the beginning of Term 2, initially volunteering in
Class 4 before stepping into a teaching role three days a week. With
her background in Steiner education, tertiary teaching, and pastoral care, Leo
has transitioned seamlessly into the classroom.
Noel Dallow has come on board as our Class 5 teacher for Term 3 while Mike
Rae takes on the Acting Deputy Principal, SENCo, and Lower School Pastoral
Lead role. Noel brings with him extensive international Waldorf leadership and



teaching experience, and he will also collaborate with the Proprietor’s Trust to
enhance professional learning through our College of Teachers program.
Taylor Bainbridge has joined us as Operations Manager, providing maternity
leave cover for Paige Dawber-Ashley. As an alumnus of Steiner education with
a wealth of operational experience, Taylor has quickly found her place in our
administrative leadership.

We remain committed to nurturing future educators by hosting student teachers
across the school:

Lower School:

Hannah Kamo – Class 1 (Tutor Teacher: Brenda Warrander)
Ivory Van Veen – Class 3 (Tutor Teacher: Stacey McCormack)

Upper School:

Alibe Wasa – Chemistry, Science, and Mathematics (Mentor Teacher: Blair
McHugh)

Across School:

Antonia De Latour, an Art Therapy student from Whitecliffs Art School and a
former student of our school, has returned to share her expertise.

Thank you for being an integral part of our community. Let us continue to inspire and
support one another as we grow together in love and learning.

Ngā mihi nunui - with much gratitude.
Alicia Poroa 
Acting Tumuaki

WĀTAKA  |  SCHOOL CALENDAR

Term 3:
Wed 5 August:           Term 3 Parent Education series starts (7.30pm)
Wed 5 August:           Kindo info session for parents (6.30pm)
Sat 5 September:       US Formal 
Sat 12 September:     School Garden Working Bee (2-4pm)

MATARIKI CELEBRATIONS





Steiner Formal 2026: A night at the Circus!

The US formal will take place on the 5th of September in the school hall
from 7 pm to 10:30 pm.



Class 12 have started selling tickets: early bird tickets are currently
available for $45 until the 7th of August, after which they will be up to
the standard price of $50. Anyone from class 8 up can attend (no one over
the age of 19).

To buy tickets, you can ask anyone from class 12 during morning tea and
lunch. On Wednesdays lunchtime, Class 12 will have a table outside the
cooking room selling tickets.

All tickets are CASH ONLY. 



2026 Steiner School Spring Fair - Plants Wanted!

Kia ora Chch Steiner School whanau,

Class 3 is running the Horticulture stall at this year's fair, and we are seeking your help!
We're busy sourcing plants that we will sell at this year's Fair (on October 31st), and we
welcome any plant donations that green-fingered members within our community would
like to add to our stall's selection.

You may well know from your own past experience what kinds of plants are popular sellers;
we understand these to include vege seedlings, herb plants, swan plants, berry canes &
strawberry runners that could be potted up now.

We also welcome any spare seedling trays or small plant pots that you may have sitting
around at home - if you have some, please let me know and I can arrange to collect these
from you.

Nearer the date of the fair we can advise you the place where you can deliver any plants or
seedlings you are able to provide (labelled with their plant name).

Nga mihi nui,

Justin 021 201 6996 - jdcpurser@gmail.com



Kia ora! There is so much to look forward to this term!

The Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School Proprietor Trust has an exciting
programme of events coming up over the next few months.

French lessons have started – with Alliance Francaise, Tuesday mornings 8am
in the library. 8 week course, contact Rachel for more info.

Beginner Eurythmy Class  starts next Wednesday 5 August, 6.15pm. A six
week class to learn the basics, come and experience this beautiful and unique
movement art! The exercises will centre, harmonize, inspire and align with the
creative life forces in you and in the world, the sounds of speech and all living
nature.  Supporting concentration, dexterity, social awareness, and our feeling
of being at home in our bodies in a joyful way!

Kindo info evening – Wednesday 5 August 6.30pm. Come along to have all
your questions answered, and a helping hand help setting up your account.

Parent Education Series Term 3 – Starting Wednesday 5 August, 7.30pm
for 6 weeks -  Exploring the Special Character of a Steiner School – our six



week series featuring Noel Dallow, Hans van Florenstein Mulder and Ineke van
Florenstein Mulder. Together they'll explore what makes Steiner Waldorf
education unique, offering inspiring evenings for both new and long-standing
members of our community. Join us to find out more about Steiner School
Education.

NZ Mountain Film Screening – Monday 14 September at Deluxe Cinema at
The Tannery. An inspiring evening of adventure films, with a range of ticket
packages available, from movie only through to wine and cheeseboard options.
Bring your friends and enjoy an evening together.

Coming up in Term 4….

A Closer Look  – two free community evenings exploring Handwork &
Costumes, and our Outdoor Classroom & Eurythmy, offering a chance to
discover some of the rich specialist areas of our school with the amazing staff
that hold and teach in these areas.

Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School Art Exhibition 2026

Special Feature: Celebrating Our Wāhine Alumni

Opening Evening on Friday 30 October, followed by public viewing on Saturday
31 October during our annual Spring Fair. This year's exhibition will showcase
artwork from across our wider school community while celebrating three
outstanding wāhine alumni artists in this special feature.

Floral Wreath Workshop – Wednesday 11 November, 6-9pm

Art for Wellbeing Class – Wednesday 18 November, 6-9pm

Ceramic Lantern & Christmas Ornaments Workshop  – Wednesday

25 November, 6-9pm

Botanical Centrepiece Workshop – Wednesday 2 December, 6-9pm

Visit the Kindo shop to purchase your tickets to the above events!

For more information contact Rachel 0220911270 rachelc@ch.steiner.school.nz

Three Passes Challenge – Summer 2027/28

We're exploring a community fundraising adventure and would love to
hear from anyone who might be interested. Parents, staff, alumni and
friends of Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School are invited to take on the
Three Passes Challenge while raising funds for our school. Training
walks throughout winter and spring will help everyone prepare
together. We're gauging interest at this stage. If this sounds like
something you'd like to be part of, we'd love to hear from you.

Heather and Carlene
On behalf of the Proprietor Trust

carlene.obrien@ch.steiner.school.nz 
021-075-8405

https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/community-shop/Christchurch%20Rudolf%20Steiner%20School
mailto:rachelc@ch.steiner.school.nz


COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
The following businesses are advertised as part of the school’s wider community. The school in no way
endorses or recommends these businesses, and makes no assessment of their quality or ability to provide
the services advertised. Members of the school community are advised to make their own assessments
before using any of the services advertised.

The mission of the Te Ara Sophia centre is to offer an environment to foster and
support all aspects of a creative approach to conscious parenting in the modern
times.  This work and activity will be based on  the spiritual science of human
development, health and education from the work of Rudolf Steiner.
 
We encourage you to use the services on offer at Te Ara Sophia thereby helping to
make this initiative viable and give this impulse a firm foundation for the future. 

Weekly Classes now available:
Thursday Embodiment Classes with Jane - 6pm

Friday Qi Gong Class with Debby - 9am
Saturday Qi Gong Class with Ollie - 9am

 
Te Ara Sophia is home to a variety of therapists and activities:

 
Anthroposophical Nursing Team 

Rachel Parr - Jessie Davidson
Anthroposophical Massage, treatments and oilings

for children, teenagers, adults, post-covid treatments and more...
 

Acupuncture  |  Arts therapy  |  Beauty therapy  |  Craft workshops
Counselling  |  Intro to Anthroposophy  |  Occupational Therapy  | 

Naturopathy & Nutrition  |  Rata midwives |  Sparkling Crystals Playgroup  
Read more here...

Exciting Opportunity!

Te Ara Sophia is planning to establish an owner-operated retail shop that will serve our

http://movebeyondwords.com/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/qigong/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/qigong/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/rachel-parr/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/te-ara-sophia/jessie-davidson/
https://www.ch.steiner.school.nz/community/te-ara-sophia-centre/


Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School community. In partnership with the Proprietor Trust, the
shop will become a welcoming space where families can access curriculum resources,
gifts and philosophy aligned products, thoughtfully curated by the owner. 

Our vision is to support both a local small business and the long-term vibrancy of Te Ara
Sophia, while making it easier for families to access the resources they need. We're
sharing this opportunity with our school community as our aim is to have the shop
operating by next year, if not sooner. 

If you, or someone you know, might be interested in this opportunity, we'd love to hear from
you! Get in touch, and we'll send through more information.

Ngā mihi,
Carlene O'Brien 
On behalf of the Proprietor Trust carlene.obrien@ch.steiner.school.nz

Art for Life warmly welcomes adults with a range of special needs to explore
their creativity through painting and drawing. Held in the relaxed, safe, and
friendly atmosphere of Te Ara Sophia, our classes provide a space where
individuals can enjoy self-expression in a way that feels natural and fulfilling.
Whether you're looking for a creative outlet or a place to feel supported and
connected, we invite you to join our caring and inclusive community.

We are open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and run two sessions
per day. 9.30 – 11.50 and 1 – 3.15.

Please get in touch!
Tracy Hay
027-570-7050
Email: tutor@artforlife.org.nz
https://www.artforlife.org.nz/

https://www.artforlife.org.nz/




Opawa Rd House for Sale. Three bedroom sunny brick home. 835
square metres. large garden and fruit trees. Outside studio. Back
section. Immediate sale. Call Shelley 021-915-891

Professional house sitter available from 24th July 2026.......lots of
experiences....super care for your pets and for your house......excellent

references......please get in touch with Heidi - ph: 028-429-8072

Massage and body/sound work  *well vita ra*  in a tapestry woven from
the archetypal world of   sound and movement, this is in reference to
ancient healing traditions of the Waitaha Ancestors and to the principles of
Eurythmy as given by R. Steiner.

Individual sessions and small groups, adults also children and I will come
to your home!  KOHA

Please arrange a time with Heidi - ph: 028-429-8072



Resourceful Craft Workshop Weekend

Are you looking to learn a new skill or get creatively inspired this Winter? Join our talented
craftspeople for two days of making, learning, and connection 🧵

Learn hands-on traditional skills such as willow bark weaving, sharpening, loom weaving, brush
making, and so much more! With 11 individually bookable workshops, come along for one or for
many.

🗓️ 29-30 August | CWEA, Ōtautahi Christchurch

Book your place here!

Resourceful Craft 2026 is a programme of craft workshops teaching resourceful skills for the
wellbeing of people and planet. We want to share traditional craft practices that will provide you
with new skills and a new relationship with local materials and the resources that are around you.

Enrolling now for Term 3! After school Art Classes for tamariki
Aged 8-12 years old.

Location: The Bull Room, Risingholme, Opawa.
Lots of variety to foster creativity, problem solving and artistic skills! 

Please message me for further info. I look forward to hearing from you
andreabakerart@gmail.com

https://www.rekindle.org.nz/collections/next-workshop-weekend
mailto:andreabakerart@gmail.com


021 232 7141

Storybox Drama Classes Enrolling for Term 3! 🎉

Are you looking for a creative after-school activity for your child this term?  If your child

loves stories, pretending, creating and using their imagination, Storybox Drama might be

just the place for them.  

At Storybox Drama, we use an approach called  Process Drama,  a creative, exploratory

approach where children learn through imagined worlds rather than performance. We

encourage children to explore, improvise, and shape stories together, all inspired by quality

children’s books.

Grow confidence

Nurture creativity and imagination

Foster a lifelong love of stories

Trial classes are available. Classes start Wed 29 July

Find out more and enrol on our website: www.storyboxdrama.co.nz

Contact Sam: storybox.chch@gmail.com

http://www.storyboxdrama.co.nz/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlLFzkZlxYH5yfZOa26j0AsEWlH6F6tqfH1LQSSqoR-2wohEblbjdf-1y6m9_aem_6N1ohhkNrkSMflqn1q4lLw
mailto:storybox.chch@gmail.com
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