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Tēnā tātou e te hāpori o Te Kura o Rudolf Steiner ki Ōtautahi,
Kei aku mihi nui ki a koutou mo te hapai ana ki ā mātou kura.

Warm greetings to all members of the Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School community.

Thank you for your ongoing support for our school.
In this week's newsletter, I would like to shine a light on this quote from Rudolf
Steiner: "When human beings meet together, seeking the spirit with unity of purpose,
then they will also find their way to each other." This quote beautifully encapsulates
the importance of unity and connection within our community—a core aspect of the
Waldorf Steiner philosophy. It reminds us that our shared purpose in education not
only fosters individual growth but strengthens our collective bonds.

To maintain and nurture this spirit of unity, it is essential that we communicate
effectively and respectfully with one another. As we engage in various chat forums
like WhatsApp and Signal, let us keep in mind the values that guide our school. Below

https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=8220211de51a439b0609ab10f&id=e7abc10bc6


are some principles that inform our school guidelines to help us foster a supportive
and constructive environment in these platforms:

1. Respectful Communication: Always engage with kindness, listening actively
to others' perspectives even when they differ from your own.

2. Stay On Topic: Keep discussions focused on school-related matters to ensure
that our conversations remain relevant and helpful to everyone.

3. Constructive Feedback: When sharing thoughts or suggestions, aim to
provide constructive feedback that can lead to positive outcomes.

4. Privacy Matters: Respect the privacy of our community members. Do not
share personal information without consent.

5. Celebrate Achievements: Use these platforms to uplift and celebrate the
successes and milestones of our students and community.

The specific school guidelines will be emailed to all whānau of current
students following the publication of this newsletter.

As we approach our upcoming Book Week, let’s embrace these principles in our
discussions, creating an inclusive and vibrant atmosphere.

Together, let us continue to embody the spirit of unity that Rudolf Steiner envisioned,
a sentiment echoed in this beautiful whakatauki from Pōtatau Te Wherowhero a great
Rangatira from Waikato Tainui: Kotahi te kahao o te ngira e kuhuna, ai te miro
ma, te miro pango, te miro whero. Through the eye of the needle pass the white
thread, the black thread and the red thread.

Connections, collaboration and working together for a shared vision.

Ngā mihi nui,
Alicia Poroa
Acting Tumuaki

Update from Commissioner Nicola Hornsey

6 August 2026

Open Governance Meetings

We had an excellent turnout for the July Governance meeting. The focus of the

meeting was Special Character and we all greatly appreciated and benefitted from

the presentation given by Alan Cummins, the Chair of the Christchurch Rudolf Steiner

School Trust.

Our Acting Tumuaki, Alicia Poroa, was thanked by the meeting for all her mahi in

leading the school and her valuable contributions to the meeting.

The next meeting will be held in the Handwork Room at 6.30pm on Thursday 28



August 2026. The focus of this meeting will be School Finances, and our guest will be

Alex Dieudonne from the Ministry of Education. Anyone who is interested is most

welcome to attend.

Education Review Office School Report

The release of this report, which will be in the new “traffic light” format is expected

shortly and will be placed on the School Website. The school has been making great

progress in many areas however we expect recommendations will be made seeking

improvements to student attendance and systems linking the Lower and Upper

Schools. As the statutory intervention remains in place, school governance will

remain a focus area.

Policy Reviews

This term the Acting Tumuaki and I will be reviewing the following policies:

School Community Engagement Policy (board)

Inclusive School Culture (board)

Enrolment

Student Attendance (board)

Student Dress Expectations

Concerns and Complaints Policy (board)

I welcome your contributions to these reviews, especially the Policy on Student Dress

Expectations, and encourage all students, staff and parents and caregivers to

participate.

To provide your comments you can use the link to SchoolDocs on the school website

(under the About tab) or visit the SchoolDocs website: www.schooldocs.co.nz 

Our community username is: chsteiner and our password is: welcome

WĀTAKA  |  SCHOOL CALENDAR
Term 3:

Wed 19 Aug     6.15pm       Beginner Eurythmy Class
                         7.30pm       Parent Ed session 3: The Temperaments

Thu 20 Aug      7.00pm       Sound Bath with Sarah Brydon

Wed 26 Aug    7.30pm       Parent Ed session 4: Child development and the           
                                           curriculum of the lower school

29-30 Aug                          Biodynamic conference

Wed 2 Sep       6.15pm      Beginner Eurythmy Class
                         7.30pm      Parent Ed session 5: Life science teaching in the
                                           Waldorf/ Rudolf Steiner school

https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/


Sat 5 September:             US Formal 

Wed 9 Sep       6.15pm      Beginner Eurythmy Class
                         7.30pm      Parent Ed session 6: Taking as inspiration the Parsifal
                                           main lesson (Class 11)

Sat 12 September:           School Garden Working Bee (2-4pm)

Mon 14 Sep     7.30pm       NZ Mountain Film evening

Wed 16 Sep    6.15pm        Beginner Eurythmy Class

Thu 17 Sep     7.00pm       Sound Bath with Sarah Brydon
 

Want to earn an extra $370 a week? Become a homestay family
with the school

Christchurch Rudolf Steiner is set to host a record number of international students in
2027 and we are on the lookout for Homestay families to host them both now and
into the future. To be a homestay family, you’ll need the following:

1-4 Spare room(s) inside the house for the student(s)
Current Police Vets with the school for everyone who is over 18 and is staying
on the property regularly (at least more than once a month).
Ability to have an interview and house inspection conducted by the School’s
International Coordinator by the end of September.
Bonus: Understanding of the Steiner philosophy. You can learn more about that
on our  About page via our school website  or come to our Open Day on
September 3rd.

You’ll receive $370 a week for hosting a student whilst they are enrolled with the
school.
 
If you are interested and think you have what it takes or seeking more information,
please contact our international student director Richard Kenny at 
richardk@ch.steiner.school.nz or 022 071 4421 during school days.

Steiner Formal 2026: A night at the Circus!

The US formal will take place on the 5th of September in the school hall
from 7 pm to 10:30 pm.

Class 12 have started selling tickets: early bird tickets are currently
available for $45 until the 7th of August, after which they will be up to
the standard price of $50. Anyone from class 8 up can attend (no one over
the age of 19).

To buy tickets, you can ask anyone from class 12 during morning tea and
lunch. On Wednesdays lunchtime, Class 12 will have a table outside the
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cooking room selling tickets.

All tickets are CASH ONLY. 

Hello all, Class 12 are in need of 70 meters of temporary fencing, (2 meters tall) from

Friday 4th to Sunday 6th of September for their formal (to be used inside). 

We'd really appreciate it if anyone has an in or knows anyone who could let us hire
them at these times for a really good rate. We are using formal as a fundraising
event towards our graduation at the end of the year. If you can help please contact
asap benjaminf@ch.steiner.school.nz

Or anyone else from class 12

Thank you



2026 Steiner School Spring Fair - Plants Wanted!

Kia ora Chch Steiner School whanau,

Class 3 is running the Horticulture stall at this year's fair, and we are seeking your help!
We're busy sourcing plants that we will sell at this year's Fair (on October 31st), and we
welcome any plant donations that green-fingered members within our community would
like to add to our stall's selection.

You may well know from your own past experience what kinds of plants are popular sellers;
we understand these to include vege seedlings, herb plants, swan plants, berry canes &
strawberry runners that could be potted up now.

We also welcome any spare seedling trays or small plant pots that you may have sitting
around at home - if you have some, please let me know and I can arrange to collect these
from you.

Nearer the date of the fair we can advise you the place where you can deliver any plants or
seedlings you are able to provide (labelled with their plant name).

Nga mihi nui,

Justin 021 201 6996 - jdcpurser@gmail.com





Enrolments for 5-12 year olds are now open!!

'The Village' will be open Monday to Friday 7:30am - 8:50am for the morning session, and
again from 3:00pm - 6:00pm. We will be based in 'Room 15', that is, the wooden classroom
in the field opposite the library.

Our official opening date target is Wednesday 2nd September.

Mornings will be calm and quiet with warm porridge from the slow cooker, herbal tea/milo
and toast on offer. There will be stories and quiet activities so that the children are
delivered to their classrooms at 8:50 they are relaxed, regulated and ready to learn. 

Kindergarten, class 1 and 2 students will be collected from their classrooms at 3pm, older
children can make their own way across the field to be signed in.  I am currently working
with Nao around a bento box offering for afternoon tea sessions but will otherwise offer
chopped fruit and home baked bread made during the session.

Each afternoon there will be a selection of activities on offer from nature-play and outside
games, to Waldorf crafts, breadmaking, stories or free play inside. For those who want to
join their other friends after school at the fort or footballing etc, bibs will be provided so that
staff can identify which children to keep eyes on in the throng.

Costs will be a flat rate of $10 for the morning session, and $10 per child per hour or part
thereof for the afternoon session. Regular bookings are preferable, but there will be casual



sessions available each day/week depending on numbers and ratios. A school holiday
programme is also on the cards, but not likely to be up and running till the summer break.

Please email Katherine for enrolment forms, there are also some printed copies in the
school office for your convenience.

Please leave completed forms and copies of documents at the office or email them to
Katherine at thevillageotautahi@gmail.com

Kindo
Thank you for those parents that attended the Kindo info session at school with our Kindo team
last week.
Great to have you on board.
If you still need help setting up your account please get in touch! rachelc@ch.steiner.school.nz
Kindo gives you access to all the exciting events and shop items online, and see your school
payments clearly.
With Kindo you can:

Pay in full, spread payments out, or set up hassle-free automatic payments.
Choose from three FREE payment methods: online EFTPOS, bank transfer, or POLi.

Kindo is FREE to use and the Kindo app means you can check your account whenever suits you!

Thank you for your continued support.
Your School Trust and Admin Teams

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
The following businesses are advertised as part of the school’s wider community. The school in no way
endorses or recommends these businesses, and makes no assessment of their quality or ability to provide
the services advertised. Members of the school community are advised to make their own assessments
before using any of the services advertised.

The mission of the Te Ara Sophia centre is to offer an environment to foster and
support all aspects of a creative approach to conscious parenting in the modern
times.  This work and activity will be based on  the spiritual science of human
development, health and education from the work of Rudolf Steiner.
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We encourage you to use the services on offer at Te Ara Sophia thereby helping to
make this initiative viable and give this impulse a firm foundation for the future. 

Weekly Classes now available:
Thursday Embodiment Classes with Jane - 6pm

Friday Qi Gong Class with Debby - 9am
Saturday Qi Gong Class with Ollie - 9am

 
Te Ara Sophia is home to a variety of therapists and activities:

 
Anthroposophical Nursing Team 

Rachel Parr - Jessie Davidson
Anthroposophical Massage, treatments and oilings

for children, teenagers, adults, post-covid treatments and more...
 

Acupuncture  |  Arts therapy  |  Beauty therapy  |  Craft workshops
Counselling  |  Intro to Anthroposophy  |  Occupational Therapy  | 

Naturopathy & Nutrition  |  Rata midwives |  Sparkling Crystals Playgroup  
Read more here...

Exciting Opportunity!

Te Ara Sophia is planning to establish an owner-operated retail shop that will serve our
Christchurch Rudolf Steiner School community. In partnership with the Proprietor Trust, the
shop will become a welcoming space where families can access curriculum resources,
gifts and philosophy aligned products, thoughtfully curated by the owner. 

Our vision is to support both a local small business and the long-term vibrancy of Te Ara
Sophia, while making it easier for families to access the resources they need. We're
sharing this opportunity with our school community as our aim is to have the shop
operating by next year, if not sooner. 

If you, or someone you know, might be interested in this opportunity, we'd love to hear from
you! Get in touch, and we'll send through more information.

Ngā mihi,
Carlene O'Brien 
On behalf of the Proprietor Trust carlene.obrien@ch.steiner.school.nz

Art for Life warmly welcomes adults with a range of special needs to explore
their creativity through painting and drawing. Held in the relaxed, safe, and
friendly atmosphere of Te Ara Sophia, our classes provide a space where
individuals can enjoy self-expression in a way that feels natural and fulfilling.
Whether you're looking for a creative outlet or a place to feel supported and
connected, we invite you to join our caring and inclusive community.

We are open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and run two sessions
per day. 9.30 – 11.50 and 1 – 3.15.

http://movebeyondwords.com/
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Please get in touch!
Tracy Hay
027-570-7050
Email: tutor@artforlife.org.nz
https://www.artforlife.org.nz/

https://www.artforlife.org.nz/


FAMILY HOLIDAY COTTAGE FOR RENT 

Secluded, rural property in Te Oka, Banks Peninsula. 5 minute walk to beach.

4 bedrooms, sleeps 8. $300/night, minimum 2 nights. Text Nellie 027-782-6306



Hi, I'm a mature, reliable tenant with a good reference looking
for a long-term rental in the St Martins or surrounding areas.
I'm looking for a unit or large self contained sleepout with
kitchen and laundry facilities. Please call Eva on 021-711-299 



How do you really want to spend the next 20 years?

Maybe you're tired of saying YES when inside you're screaming NO.

Maybe there's a dream you've been putting off.

Maybe you're ready for a change in your career or business, but can't quite see what's
next.

Or maybe you simply know you don't want the next chapter to look like the last one.

 

That's what Recalibrate is about.

Three days to step away from your usual soundtrack, reconnect with yourself and
explore who you're becoming.

There'll be space for good food, calm, movement, deep conversations, laughter and
time with women who are also ready for something more.

Paula and I will help you get clear on what you want, let go of what's been getting in
the way, and explore what it could feel like to step into your next chapter with more
confidence and freedom. Single and Twin Share Rooms, early bird pricing starts at
$610. Get in before 31 August when Early Bird Expires!

Recalibrate Retreat - 9–11 October 2026 | Hanmer Springs

with Paula McFarlane and Jane Hardjono

Book now: recalibrate.paulamcfarlane.com

https://recalibrate.paulamcfarlane.com/
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